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Abgract

The paper shows that the Nigerian society is an emerging Information ami
Communication Technology (ICT) society and that the best place to nurture information
handling skills and information literacy for life-long development is the Nigerian school library.
Discussing the challenges of Nigerian school libraries in an emerging ICT environment, the
paper highlights funding and capacity building as the major problems towards successful ICT
applications and use in Nigerian school libraries.

10  INTRODUCTION

Indeed! 1t is obvious, as can vividly be scen that Nigeria is experiencing i climale of
rapid and of course radical change in all segments of its society. [Uis o fact that in the weas ol
communication, one cann communicale with any onc anywhere, espectally at the state capitals. in
Nigeria within a twinkle of an cyc. The Llectronic money (e-money) transfer in the banking
indusiry is no doubt becoming o rclic.vc o many Nigerians., The reeent launching ol National
Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) and virtuad Library pmgrzmnni;lg are signs that Nicerian
Education sector is prepared for total transtormation and development.

One catalyst that is rcspdnsiblc for these changes in the country is the quick adoption of
Information and Communication Teclnologies (ICTs) by the Nigerion society, Theretore. it ¢an
salely be said (hat the Nigerian socicly ts oday an emerging ICTs society, This can clearly be

seen from the fact that;

(1) Computer and by extension automation has permealed wll the sectors ol the
Nigerian Economy.

(i) Availability of telephone system — Landline, mobile, fux machine.

(i)  Presence of Audio-visual systems,

(iv)  Availability of CDs, CD-ROMs, cle.

(v) Installation of Orbil, VSA'T and other satellite communtcation systoms.

(vi)  Enabling environmuent for networking — LAN, WAN,

(vit)y  Past growth in Internct café industry.

I
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2.0 THE NIGERIAN SCHOOLS AND THIE ICTs

As rightly pointed out by Omoniwa (1995:2), the concept of Fducation and its contents
has been changing systematically and very radically too over the last few decades. The quantun
of knowlcdge available o the learned today s such that it is beyond the capacity and capabifity
of teachers to impart all the knowledge and informution available IL).[IIC puptl/siudent in the
classroom situation.

Salisu (1996:16) averred that because of the radical (ransformation in Nigerian Bducation
sector and by cxtension the lilbrary, it became mevitable to introduce technologies into the
classroom and the library, This invariably led to the adoption of the concept of Pducational
Technology. Educational Technologics in the form of Fibre contmunication technolopy, Audio
video information systém {Audio video cassettes, films) cte. e today fieedy used in ow
sccondary schools and some primary schools to simplify, enhance and make lewning more
interesting.  Computer games that arose children imagination, Computer Assisted instruction
(CAD) and Computer Managed Instruction (CMI) are cqually used .in the organization of
information, enhancement of teaching, leanng and progress monitoring.  No wonder Okpal
(1992}, obscerves that thts new methad of teaching has mdeed ceplaced the “talk wwd chalk™
method. "

The technological and information revolutions taking place in the 21 century
“knowledge age” have introduced yet another concept that ts trunsforming the natire and pattern
of information acquisition, processing, handling, transfer and service. This concept is no other
that Information and commupication Technology (ICT). Muny scholars, such as Zaki (20005,
.Oket.unji (2001), Mohammed (2003) ectc. bave defined Information and  communicauon

Technology (ICT) in varicty of ways. [However, the term can simply be referred o s the
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combination of computer and telecommunication deviees wsed Tor datn and inlormation
gathering/acquisition, pmccssiné, storage, retrieval, dissemivation and tunsler 1o the relevant
users, The ICTs devices include; Telephone; mobile phone, Private Automatic Box lixchange
(PABX), Photocopier, scanners, Cable Television (RATV), commuunication salellites, such as
Dircet Broadeast Satellites (DBS), video phones, hibre optics, ulire microfiche, Max machings,
VSAT, computers and Internet,

Mﬁhammcd (2003:3) has reported that authors such as Dursanon (1997), Murtala (2000),
Okechukwu (2000) and Mohammed (2002) have extensively discussed the importance and the
need for the application of ICTs in Librariun and Information Centres. The general consensus
among, them 15 that the application of ICTs in librartes and Information Centres will among
others

*» LEnbances information service provision, dissemination and Wansfor
< Increascs efficiency and effcctiveness in library and information work.

“ Makes education/learning move immedinte productive, individual and powerlul and
more importantly provide equal accessibiity,

< Facilitates resources sharing among Hbrarics and information centers, and

% Increascs staff productivily.

Faving realised the importance and application of (s to education and learning. 1t s
Interesting to note that today there is an appreeiable presence of 1CTs in the Nigerian secondary
and some primary schools, especially private schools. Computers, wlephane. Videol Inteenet and
OT.I];T:I' ICTs devices are not only available in the schools but that a whole subjeet called
Introductory Technelogy, iﬁ which IT and ICTs are discussed, is now taught o pupils/student.
The Nigerian home is also not left behind in ICTs acquisition. Computers, telephone. Video and

Internet are very common in most homes of wealthy and working class Nigerians, Therelore,
=

4
\

with the presence of ICTs in the Nigeriun socicly in gencral and the home and schaol
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environments in particular, it can salely be said that the Nigerian pupil/student amd their leachers
are very much aware of the importance and upplication of1C7Ts.
3.0 THE NIGERIAN SCHIO()L LIBRAREIES AND T 1CTs

The adoption of Educational Technolopy in our sccondary schools in the carfy 19805 has
mdeed transformed the School Library into a place where variety of information resourees are
acquired, systematically organized and ci’i‘cclivcl_y used 1o cnhance leaming and Gt
knowledge. Apart ltom books, multi-media resources such as Television. Radio. Projector,
Films, AﬁdioNidco casseites, c.t.c. became other dominant information resources in the school
libraries. This new outlook of the school tbrary led it to assuming slln;h tutle as School Library
Resource Center (SLRC); School Library Mcdia Center (SLMCY; School Media Center (SMC)
and Instructional Media Center (IMC). Because of this new nme(s) and roles, the tunctons of
school library have also drastically changed. The main function of school library or schaol
media centers, according to Mohamnied (1998:110) and Llaturoti (1998: 4v), is to stimulate and
encourage the creation and utilization of varicty of wnformution resources by both the
pupil/students and the teachers. {t serves to t;lgrztlc teaching and learning using both print and
pon-print media resources. The goul of mult-media in school fibrary s to provide both the
pupilfstudents and teachers information resources and services in a variely of media o meet their
individual and collective educational, informational, and recreational needs.

Although‘ ICTs is Iiol yet very much present in Nigeria school .Iihrurics. but the fact that it
is present i the Nigerian society and o some extent the school and home enviromuents, it
became pertinent for the school library and school tibrarian to, as a matter of [';lcl.- prepare for the
use of the device in the library. This is because any success in ICT in school Libraries shoukd be

nurtured early, ICTs have come to stay; the sooner pupils/students and their teachers aceept the




striving) and work behavior.  Rescarch demonstrated  that achicvement striving s
related to sales pcr[‘ormunc_ﬁ (Bluen, ¢t al, 1990) and 0 role behavior (Lee, 1995)
achicvement also interacts with other variables o influcnee performance. For exanple,
Barling, Kelloway, and Cheung (1996) Tound achievement striving inlcmc‘lud with timne
management to predict sales performance,

) Longiludimal stadics on achicvement motivation demonstrated that achicvement
predliqté future performance. Stein, ot al,, (1993} found lower adofescent achicvement
mo.liv.ation significanlly predicted morc ncgative job  bechaviers and lower job’
satisfuctionn 1 young 11(_1le;00d. McClellund and l"r;m?,. (1992) found parenting
uclﬁcvémcnt pressurc i the Orst two years of lile as associated with adult need for
achievement and earned income.

There have, lI‘IOWCVCI', been a ot of doubts expressed aboul the applicability of
motivation theorics developed in the western industrialized world to the Nigerian
worker. This is largely duc to differences in the socio-cultural and cconomic situation
that greatly influences (he work orientation or allitude of Nigerian workers, wilh

particular reference to the motives and necds theorics.

3 Anikpo (1982), argues that none of the theorics can be applicd to the needs of

the Nigerian worker, without modifications, and expect it to tell us anything conerete

5]
&bcfut tt;ug»-negdstf l.hc ng{:llall worku whzch has cultwrally determined pccuh'uuu,b

' k:[eg\*@n {}U'thcr{o Szly }mt lf Maslow s need theory is true for the N:wcudn sxluatton
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ﬁ;e;.wed gun onlybe. ldcnuﬁud 1 terms of lower order and higher order drives, whieh in
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reality the better. The emphasts i school curriculum today is on information Tterney, Inlact
fearntng, (o lewns and Tearmmygy (o handle mlonuation soe hey points ol the wehoot coricabon,
Information lileraey is llu:rulm'c a progressive wd cumutative process, whiclt should san row
ear]-y childhood. Apart {rom providing accurate, timely, effective and elficient information and
information related service, [CTs can ennch and enhance the acquisition: ol Information literuey.
The learncr is now provided with the opportunity to actively seek knowledge, make observation,
formulatc definition, make judgment, analyze and synthesize facts, think, imagine and draw
conclusion. The possibiliiics of ICTs in education are Timitless. Infact rescarch bas shown Uit
where ICT has been provided in the school library

> Independent learning was fostered

» Individual learners were motivated to higher levels of achievement

> Students gained access (o sources ol information well beyond normal capucity of (he
school

»  Multi-media helped learners understand difficull coneepts

Aol

Skills were transier from ICT to other subjects
» Critical skills and visual literacy were enhanced.
4.0 THE NIGERIAN SCHOOL LIBRARIANS AND THE CHALLENGES OF 1CTs

The challenges of ICTs application in Nigerian school Jibraries can bisically be grouped

into four broad categorics:

s Provision of ICTs in school libraries

o Funding

s Capucity building, and

¢ Provision of qualitative 1CTs services.

4.1 PROVISION OF ICTS IN SCHOQOTL LIBRARILS

With regards to the first challenge, it is indeed a Taet that most schouol Bbraries in Nigeria

are still begging for atlention cven in terms of provision of basic needs and traditional learning
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resources. The presence of multi-media instructional resources in the library is stll very
negligible.  Although computers and telephone tive Tound their sways into many schools,
especially Federal Government schools, scienee schobls, model schools and private schools,
these arc ofien kept in scpali';ric places other than the ibrary.

Thereforc, the first challenge to the school Librariun s to see how he can seeure

computers into the library. Those computers kept at the designed places often calleg

conmpuler
rooms are just meant [or teaching the subject-Introduction Lo Compuh_:r — now inserted into te
school curriculum. The pupils/students and their teachers ofien use these computers-lo learning
apprcciation courses and other relevant courses.

The computers to be kept in school library SIK]L“-‘J_thI'C[.(I)I‘L‘ be loaded with difTerent
instructional programmes iin various subjects so that pupils/students could {recly und casily make
follow-up after classroom work, Today, there are a lot of computer Assisted [nstructionsd
programmes such as Typing tutors. There are also a lot of computer games that both amuse and
educate. There is no doubt that the scheol is the best place to have all these because 1t is one
central place that is frecly accessible w all, from lower to higher grades, and their teachers. 1Y
there should be Internel connectivity and uc#cssibilily i the school, again, the best place o have
it is the school library. '

42  PUNDING

Funding is central to the success of any programme. Unfortunately, the school fibrary is
the worst heat among all the types of libraries in Nigeria in ternn of fundimge This is despite 1o
the numerous ways ol gencerating [unds for school Gibeiry suggested by muny advocute of school
library, such as Elataroti (1998), 1brahim (19973, Ayeni and Qyenbaji (1‘)*J7}. e e The reason

for the continue suffering lic squarcly on the non-implementation ol these suggestions. It is the
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believe of many that it the ETE, certain pereentage of budgets of NPLEC, MOLL LGEA, school
fees and library fees are really deducted and use for school library development, the issue of

ICTs provision in Nigerian school library cun be a reality.

3

4.3 CAPACITY BUILDING

Capacity building simply means manpower or personned development, [t is o canscious
and deliberate effort on the side of the stall to acquire new or improve eXisting skills with the
view to enhancing their performance and productivity. ‘There is no doubt o the fact that the
school library or media centre of toduy more (han before need highly skilled and expericnced
professional with adequate capacity and ability (o effectively and cfficiently manage 1CT,

Since the emphasis in school curriculum is taday on information Literacy, 101y then very
important for the school libracian to acquire information handling skills in order W suppart
effective access to information sources across the school curniculum,  To de this ellectvely,
therefore, the school Librarian need to:

* Understand the mformation content/skill of curnculum subjects

e Map information skills across the curriculum

e Identily sources of information for suhjects

e Develop strategies for working with subject specialists

¢ Muke information resources accessible to stallypupils in a ¢lassroon context

o Identilying opportunities for developing joint approaches o teaching information skills
o Consider how to move information skitls forward within the school

¢ Exchange ideas on teaching activitics with other fibrarians

In view of the above and in order to accomplish these and other tasks it became neeessary
that lhclsch()ol librarian shou]dl undergo training wnd retraining. 105 very importmt for the
school libranian o be uhcgd ol not only the students but also the teachers hecanse both would
always look towards him for help and guidance. The school librarian should therelore not wuit

untel the school authonty sponsors hun o adend trainmg programmes, mther he should sivive o




v

NSLA Ann. Conf. Kadunu, 2004-03 b Ihrahim

participate in short courses, workshops, e.t.c on his own. It is significant that he become
computer and ICTs literate and [olly registered with any lalernet calié,

44  PROVISION OF QUALITATIVE ICTS SERVICES

With the provision of 1ICTs m school fibraries. and well-groomed school Yibrarians, tie
stage for the provision of qualitative ICTs services is.no doubt set in place. 1CTs can elfectively
be used o advance the course of reading. In [aet, Halderness (2002) n;m:n:k:; thit today™s readers
have (o become literate in o wide range of arcas, They have o fearn how Lo read™ Hln and
video, cartoons, comics, and advertisements, and (o be able o access texts stored an and
presented by comiputers, hypermedia packages, and the www-internet. X

'in all these critical lteracy is very crucial, This is why Hoggarl (2000) observes that in a
society marked by so many persuasions, most of tham wooing i not cooing. we all nead 1o
Jevelop a well-muscled critical sense. We all need critical literacy!! Similarly. Cheny (2001}
recommends that in the face of a knowledge-based society, we must strive for life-long learning
0 as to cquip eurselves wilh the many challenges ahcad.

Therelore, the school libranan should develop matenals o support pupils as they use

1

ICTs. There are lot of “computer study made casy” textbooks and soltware available in the
country. There are abundant web sites dedicated (o providing teaching-learning materials.

instructional materials and teaching methodologies. For instmee, there are a tot of web sies

created in order to promote and sustain reading culture. JUST FOR KIDS WHO _LOVE

BOOKS (hup: wwwi. Sympatico.cafalanbrown/) is a web site that is ideul Tor young users. The

site promotes inlerest in reading for teisure. It has information about populir Children's authors

and interviews with them, LITERACY 1THOUR ACTIVITIES (htip:/avww, Amble side,

Schoolzone.co.uk/ambleweh Jliteracy. Tum) s another web sile created by a Botish School B

children, teachers and parents. It is an interactive Lnglish Iesson on homophones. pociry. and

comprchension. Aiming to promote interest in art and art history in young users, THHC (e AR'T
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ROOM (htip/fwww.arts, wil.edu/ari/rlroon/) web site gives art leachers resourees, activilies o
various lopics

Although there are many serviees that can be dertved from 1CTs, the school Librarians
should however concentrate on those serviees that can be ubihized o sapport seackhing, fearming
and curriculum development. The clfeetive and elficient use of 1CTs for these entire lies
ce:ﬁ‘rally on adequate acquisition ol information skil]s and information literacy. Therelore, other
ICTs services the school librarians should pay attention to are those that can enhunce quick
acquisition of these skills, Focusing on how to select materials ftom the mass of intormation that
are available via ICT and how to cvaluate it
5.0  CONCLUSION,

. The presence of past growing Internet cal@, the recently installed orbit sutellite and tiw
Lver willing Nigcrian citizenry to acquire and ulilize information and by extension knowledge
points to the fact that Nigcria' has indeed join the inibrmntién super highway ond s 1ully in the
information age-the digital age. To promote and sustain the acqinsition of intormation handting
skills and information literacy for lile-long development, the school library is the best pluce to
catch Nigerians young.
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