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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Innovations in ths ourrlioulum, ths content, and the
methods of instruction have had a iremendous influencs on
sducation, Primary emphasis has besn on providing for the
divergence of abilitles and background of experiences which
children in the same age group bring to the school, These
innovationa have been concerned with the development of
indspendent study skillas and indlvidual uge of rescurces by
the studsnt. Qreater emphasia haaz bYeen placed upon the
inAividual development of the ohlld mccording to his abllity
to achieva,

There 1s available an ever-inoreaaing varisty of :
instructional resourcea ko halp the student acguire more
knowledge and better understand concepts through hla senses
of alght, touch, and hearing, A basle problem ls to organlzs

theae instructional resocurcss ao that they willl relate mora

effeotively to the processes of teaching snd learning.
Thers are presently threo major methoda by which
library materiala are made avallable in the slemsntary schoolas.
The first of these methods is to have the materials dlapersed
throughout the various elementary elassrocma, Under this type
of arrangemsnt the materials are used primarlly In the rooma

in which they &re housed,. The collectlans have been bullt



up by the olassroom teacher and are under her direct super-
viston., In some achools the library materials are organlzed
in this manner because of a lack of sulteble apace within the
school to houase a central 1library, In other schools the
materials ars looated within each of the classrooms because
of the self-conteined claasroom concept. Materlals locsted
in the classroom makes them more convenlent for use by those
within the room, The second method 1a to have all library
materiala adminlatered directly from a centralized library
with none of the library items located In the claasroom,
This mathod has the advantage of less duplication of materials
and equlpment, the evallablllity of a wider range of materlals,
trained library personnel, and reduced administrative costsa,
The third metheod 1s actually a combination of the other two,
Under this method, materiala ere adminlstered through the
central library, howaver, the claasrooms alao have a reading
corner or library area., As the nesd arises, these aresa are
supplied with varlous library materials on a loan basis from
the central library. The materials ars then returned to
the esntral library when they are no longer needed. The
most common of the three methods in the elementary schools
of Nebraska 1is the decantralized classroom collection,

To date, only a minimum amount of research has been
conducted to substentlate the posltlon that & centralized

elementary library 1s more effective than diasperaed clasaroom



collectlons. Recently, however, a study by Bltar.l undey
the auaplces of the U, 8. Office of Education, has provided
evidence that the centralized library bhas much to offer over
the individual classroom collection,

Classroom collections do not adequately serve the
needs of modern-day elementary schoola, It i1a not feaslble,
financially, to stock each claasrcom with all of the neceasary
1ibrary materials, The books in these coclleotions are seldem
cataloged, This reduces stilll further their effectiveness in
the development of library akills.

A centralized elementary library makes it feasible
to provide a greater number and variety of materials sulted
to the agea, intereats, and curricular needs of students and
teachers. The resources made available through the central
1ibrary would include not only an abundance of books, but
also charts, recordings, pilctures, films, tapes, sclence
specimens, and any other media which will aid in the learning
procesa.

Tha centralization of library materials in itself
does not mean that library serwlces wlll be improved. To

be effective the library program muat be integrated with

lMary Virginia Gaver, Effectivensss of Centralized

Library Services in Elemantary School , (Wew Drunswlok:
Rutgers Universlty Fross, 1703).
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the over=all inatruational program of the school and geared
to the neesds of the students.

As the centralized elementary library becomes bhe
ma jor reaourcs center of the school, 1t will provide teachers
with bibliographic asalstance that will aid in Inatructlonal
planning and teaching. It also will ensble students, not
only to develop library akills, but to Increasse thelr en-
Joyment, appreciation, and underatanding of good booka.

A well dealgned phyalcal environment in the central-
ized 1library must alsc help people Lo function more efficlently
and effectively, This requires that the library facilitles
be developed on the basls of properly drewn educstional

specifications,
I. STATEMENT OF THE FROBLEM

The purposes of this study were to develop guldelines
for writing educational aspecifications for the centralized
slementary achool library in new school bullding consatruction
programs and to determine the feasibility of using existing
school plants to eatablish a central library faclility.

I1, FPROGEDURE

A review of the literature pertaining to elementary
libraries was made, The purpose of this survey was to in-

veatigate the rationale for the eatablishment of a centralized
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elementary schoel llbrary, to determine its functlon, and to
obtain a bebtter understanding of the facllity requirementa
for effective slementary school llbrary servioces, The
literature examined included the areas of curriculum devels
opment, librery servlices, school bullding plenning, and
architectural asrvices,

The ssacnd atep in the procedures involved an investi-
gation of the exlsting library servicea provided in weventy
selected elemantary schools of Nebraska, Two orlteria were
used to asleot tha schoola inoluded In this study. The
firat was that all schools atudied would need to be part of
school districts which ineluded the kindergarten and grades
ane through twelve. The sacond crlterion wagz that these
school aystema would need to Do elther "Minor", "A", or ™A™
aacredited by the Nebrasks Department of Education, The
slementary sohools actually uaed were those whose llbrarian,
superintendent, or princlpal could be readlily contacted on
a poraonal baala,

The seventy elementary achools finally selected
were thon placed into two groups: {1} rifty achools that
had thefr library materials in clasaroom collections énd.

{2) twenty aschools wibth centralized elementary libraries.
Either the superlntendent, princlipal, or the llbrarlan was

" personally contacted to determine 1f spaos wers avallable
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whiob could be used to house a centrelized elesmentary school
1ibrary. Information wam alao obtalned regarding the prooe=
dure employed for classificatlion and cataloging of books,
and the location of the varlous library rescurces within the
school. ' ' : |
The second group of tuwenty slementary schoecls which
had centralized library facilitles were personally visited
to £ind out whet provisions were mads in their libreriss in
terma of apace, equipment, activities, and typss of metsriula
housed within the 1ibrary, A check=list was developed to
gather data during the vislts to these aschools (ses appendix),
. The third atep invelvad the davelopment of guidelines
to be used by aschool plant planners in writing educational
specifications for the aeéntrallzed -elomentary library, These
wore developed from an analyasis of the information gathsred
on sxiating libreries and from the recommendations found
in the literature., In developlng the guldelinea conaideration
" wae given to the verlous areas vhlch nesd to be included 1n a
library which functions asz a center for a varisty of matarials,
The fourth and final part of ths atudy involved the
formation of such conclusalona and recommendations drawn fpram

the findings of the researsch.

IIX. DEFINITION OF TEHRMS

A nunber of terms have been wsed to dealgnate tha

1ibrary in the achool, 3Some of the terms used are resource



ecenter, Instructional materlals center, medim center, stc.
Howsver, the term library 1s considered by most librarians to
be more meaningful and will obtain more public aupport for
needed improvements in librarles, The American Library
Asacclation atates that:

The word library is rich in tradition, meaning, and
usage, and for at least slxty yeara, if not longer,

the definitlion of achcol library has reflected this
heritage,..A achool library doea not have to change its
name to embrace new materials and new uses of all types
of materials any more than a school has to call itself
by some obther name to 1ndicibe thet 1t 13 a continuously
growing social institubtlon,

Specific definitiona for the thrse levels of accred-
itation are not avallable, however, they are generally
characterized ns folloua:a

1, Minor == achoola having a total minimum program but lack
financial resources, enrollment, and diatrict atructure to
provide a comprehenalve program with stabillty and continuity.

2. @lasa A == aschools providing a astable and contlnuous
educational program that meats the general needs of all pupils
and also provides for the apecial intereata of pupils within
the program of studies and activitiea.

3, 0Class AA == schools operating above the Class A level wilth
a comprahensalve program of studles which Includes adult
education, education of exceptional children, coordinated
auxillary services, and experimentation and ressarch in
connectlon with the program,

1Phe American Library Association, Staniards for
School Library Programs, (Chlcago: American LiLrury Association,

» e 13.

2yebraska Department of Educatlon, Approval and
Accoreditation of Nebraska Publie Schools, {Ulncoln: Nebraska
Departmant of Flucation, 1900),




CHAPTER IX
REVIEW OF TEE LITERATURE

Today's ohanging edusationsl practices have fooused
attontion upon mervices and facilitles within the entire
schools Js Lloyd Trmp predicts thats

4 vaplety of instrustional snd rescurace sareas will
replace tha present serlies of standard, stacied clasas-
room ocubicles, sach dealgned to contain 30 atudenta
and one tezcher, Study halls as thoy ares now lnown
will not sxiat, Instead there will bs study-rescurce
rooms whors students may read, llsten to &nd view
tapes, cobserve [llms and slides, work oo sslf-tesching

squipment, think, writs, and partioifato in other more
or leas individual study activitisa.

With the move awsy from a fextbook centored cur-
riculum and toward a ocurrlculum that encourages individual
work, outalds reading, and researoh, i1t is discoversd that e
suall collection of books houszed in each clamsarcom will no
longer =zerve the neads of the educational program adequately,
Instead more and different types of matorlals are necezsary
for the innovationa of the elementary achool program. It

readily can ba seen that llbrary Iacilitles must be improved
and expanded, eapeclally st the elemontary achceol level.

1J. Lloyd Trump, Images of the Futurs: A New Approsch
to the Secondary School (ias&lﬁg€3n. D.0.f Hatioasi Educstion
Kaacclatlon, ¥, p. 208,



I. THE NEED AND PURPOSES OF LIBRARY FACILITIES

Statistics complled by tha U, 3. Offlice of Education
in the 3Spring of 1962, revealed that Nebraska had 3,099
asparate school plants and only 16.l percent of these had
centralized libraries (elementary and saconﬂary}.l This 1s
the lowest percentage of achools with centralized libraries
of any state In the United States, Thls same report reveals
that of the 2,632 elementary schcools in Nebraska, thers were
150 with centralized libraries and 2,482 without,2 There
is 1ittle doubt that the large number of Class I schools of
Febraska have had a great deal of Influence on these figures.
The need for library facilitles 1s emphasized by the

Amsrican Library Assoclation in thelr moat recent atandards:

Whatever form the soul-asearching regarding the

education of youth may take, soonar or later it has

to reckon with the adequacy of the library resourcss

in the schools, Any of the recommendationa for the

improvement of schools, currently recelving so much

stress and attention, can be fully achleved only when

the achool has the full complement of llbrary resources,

personnal, and servicas,..In the education of all

youth, from the slowest learner in kindergarten to the

moat intelligent aenlor in high school, an nbundﬂncg
of printed and mudio-visual materials is essentlal.

lnnry Helen Mahar, "Inventory of Library Necds = School
Libraries,™ National Inventory of Library Neads (Chicago:
American Library Aasoclatlon, 1965),; Ps 33

21pida,

3The American Library Assoctatlon, Standards for
Schonol Library Programs (Chlcego: Amerleen Tlbrary Assoclation,

s Pe 3
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Numerous organizations of educatora and librarians
have stated what they regard to be the functions of a school
library. Those atated by the Commlttees on Post-War Planning

of the American Library Asscciation seem to be the most

appropriate and are clted here:

1. Participate effectively in the aschool program aa
it strives to mest the needs of puplla, teachers,
parenta, and other community membersa,

2. Provide boys and girls with the library materials
and services most appropriate and most meaningful Iin
their growth and dsvelopment as individuals,

3., Stimulate and guide puplls in all phases of thelr
reading that they may find increasing enjoyment and
patisfaction and may grow in critlcal judgement and
appreciation.

li. Provide an opportunlty through library experlences
for boys and girls to develop helpful interests, to
make satisfactory personal adjustments, and to acqulre
deairable soclal attitudes.

5. Help children and young people to becoms skillful
and discriminating users of librarles and of printed and
audio=visual materlials.

6., Introduce pupils to community libraries as esarly
as possible and cooperate with those libraries in
thair efforts to encourage continuing education and
cultural growth,

7. Work with teachers In the selsction and use of
all types of ilbrary materials which contribute to
the teachlng program.

B. Participate with other teachers and administrators
in programs for ths continuing professional and
cultural growth of the achool ataflf,

9, Cooparate with sther librarians and community
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leaders in planning and developing an over-all llbrary
program for the community or aroa,

These same purposss have been advanced in the 1960's
by the American Library Aauoaiation.z There is 1little doubt
that the interpretation of these purposes today iz quite
different from that which was given to them originally. They
do, however, fit current educational thought regarding the

school library.
THE CENTRALIZED ELEMENTARY LIERARY

Two very Iimportant objectives of the elementary
school 1librery are: (1) to ald the educational program to
meet the needs of the students within the sechool, and (2) to
teach self-educablon skills that can be used alfter the student
leaves lGh001.3 In order for the llbrary to accomplish these
objectives 1t muat provide books and other materials for the
school'a educetional program, It must help students to
develop an interest in resding and stimulate their interest

in many subjects. And, finally, It must lay the groundwork

1Amoricun Library Assoclation, Committees on Poste-
War Planning, Schoel Librariss feor Today and Tormorrow

(Chieago: American Library nssoclation, 1945), pps 2-10.

2pmerican Library Associetlon, Standards for School
Library Programs, op. cite, pp. 8-9,

3Lucile P, Fargo, The Library in the School (Chiengo:
American Library Asscciati®n, TOGTT, p. 22.
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for 1lifelong use of the library. This requircs a well-
planned program sulted not only to each of the different age
levels but also to the interecst levels of the groups to be
taught,

Lowrie states that the function of the elementary
school 1library 1s:

sssto asnist the child to Interpret himself in relatlon
to othera and develop in him a better understanding

of 1ife about him, to arouse trus iIntellectual curiosity,
to introduce to him his rich cultural heritage and to
tnatiil underatanding of the Intrinaic imporilnoa of
reading and libraries Iin an informed natlon,

Arguments for the establishment of centralized
elementary library facilitles include the need within each
school for matorials sulted to the ages, interests, and
curricular neesda of its students; orpanizetion for easy
accessibility; and a program of instruction and guldance
by qualified personnsl integrated within the curriculum,
According to Falk "no phase of the entlire school program
is in & more strateglc position to foater aelf-learning and
to bring meaning and understanding of the ever wldening
cormunity than the school 1library."2

Morphet states that "next to the teacher, Instruc=-

tional materisla probably have more influence on the

1Jean Zlizabeth Lowrle, Elementarv School Libraries
(New York: Scarecrow Press, 19617, p. 12.

2rhilip H, Felk, "Changes in School Library Services
to Meet Changes in School Frograms®™, ALA Bullatin, LI (April,
1957), 266,



13
educational development of the pupil than any otber factor

nl

in the school environment, As materials of instruction

become more important and as studenta have more time and

reason to use the materlals, the llbrary and the ataff are
required to become more highly involved in the temching and
learnling processea,

The National Committee of the Project on the In-
atructional Program of the Public Schools recommends that
"in each school system, thers should be one or mors well=-
blnnnod instructional materials and reaources oenters,
consisting of at least & library and an audio-visual center,"®

Although the "Certain" standards for elementary achool
1libraries appeared aa early as 1925, elementary aschools have
been primarily served by classroom collections or whatever
public library facilities that exist,3 Not until recently
has the oloneniary school library been recognized as a funda=-
montal part of the school program., J. Lloyd Trump states
that "it will be diffloult to identify the library in the

1lpdgar L. Morphet, Roe L. Johns, and Theodore L.
Reller, Educational Administratlion: Consapts, Practices, and
Issues (Englewcod Gllils: lrentice Hall, 5999), P. LUTs

2ppoject on the Instructional Prozram of the Public

3chools, Planning and Orgenizing For Teaching (Washiungton
D.C.t ¥atTonal Education hssoclatIon, I503T, p.l1l37.

3National Educatlon Assoclation end Ameriocan Library
Aasociation Joint Committes on Elementary Sohool Library
Standards, C.C. Certain, Chalrman, Elementary Sechool Library
Standards (Chlosgo: American Library Aascclalion, 1925},




oonventlonal sense beceuse 1ts services will psrmeate the

totallity of education,*l

173

A atudy of the effectiveness of centralized Iibrary

services in six elementary schools with enrollments ranging

from 385 to 72 pupils by Mary Virginla Gaver tested the
following hypotheses:

(1) The library category of =& school is related to the
quality and quantity of materials available for use

in the achool by children and teachers. (2) The extent
to which accessibility of instructional or learning
materials is provided for in a school has a relation-
ship to the library category of the scheol. (3) The
method by which instructionsl materials are made
available bears a relationship to the scope and depth
of activitisz in the use of materials by teachers

and cther personnel. (l;) The ski1ll of elementary school
studenta in using library tools and reference books

has a measurable reletionship to the nature of the
provision of materials in the achocls. (5) The amount
and quality of reading 1s relntc2 to the nature of the
library provision in the schoocl.

Gaver inveatigated Lhree categorles of llbrary

organization: (1) the classrcom collection, (2) the central-

ized collection administered by a teacher, and (3) the school

1ibrary (which is under the direction of & librarian and

housed in a separate room). She found the school library

1y, Lloyd Trump, "Cbanging Concepts of Inatruction

and the School Library as a Materials Center™, The School
Library as a Materials Center, U, S. Office of Education,

rog ar_TEB [Weshington, D.C.: Govermment Printing Offloce,
3}, pe 0. :

2Har1 Virginia Gaver, Effectivensss of Centralized

Library Services in Elementary Schools (llew Brunswicks:
Rulgers 5

Uolveralty Press, 17

J’;-—i“. DI.
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organization the most effective organization when the hy-
potheses were tested with the exception that "Only qualified
differentiation was found In favor of the achccl library for
the meagure of depth of library-related asctivities and the
measure of quality of reading."l

In a study at an elementary school in Chicago with
a high socio-economic level, Elizabeth Masterton tested the
hypotheses that:
(1) Elementary school students make hlgher scores on
reading tests when the school has a central library
and (2) improvement in reesding is more marked at all
grade levels when a full-time librarian supervises
an active library program,Z
Reading and IQ scores were studled at three different grade
levels, Masterton concluded that factual and graphic
evidence supported the original allegations of the astudy.
Two elementary schoola made up of lower middle-
olass familiea in Gary, Indiana, were studied by Margaret
Monahan, She tested the hypotheses that:
(1) Studenta in an elementary school with a central
1ibrary read mors books, (2) ... read more varled books

in content and of better quality, and (3) .., make
higher scores on standardized reading talta.3

11bia, P. 127

2Elizabsth G. Masterton, "An Evaluation of the School
Library in the Readling Frogram" (Thesls, Graduate Library
School, University of Chicago, 1953), oited by Mary Virginia
Gaver, op. clt. p. XXV,

3Margaret Monahan, "Comparison of Student Rnsd1n§ in
the Elementary School with and without Central Libraries
(Thesias, Graduate Library School, Univeralty of Chicago, 1956),
oited by Mary Virginla Gaver, op. olk, p. XAV.



. 26
Aoturl reading was astudied for a two month period and readlng
sohlevomont was atudisd based on Stanford Reading Tests.
Montal abllity was studied on the basiw of the Otis Test.
Io the study the first twe hypotheasss were asubstantieted,
but the third was not,

After atudying the effectivenens of elemsntary
1ibrary facilities of ten achools ln c¢ities with porulatlons
reanging from under 2,500 to 472,572, Lowrie concluded:

Thers 13 evidence that slementary school facultiss
whioh now bave auch library aservice are unanimous in
fo'an adeqeate onching lob For toaay's enilarenci

Same authorities belleve the teaching of library
skills should begln as soon as & child starts to aschool, As '
one looks at the basic library aklills that should be acquired
by slementary students, 1t Is difficult tc sss how thay can
ba agcomplished without mecesa to & centralized library
faclility, *The basic library akills for elamentary atudents
presonted by Preund ars olted here for the purpose of
atrengthening the caae for the centrallrzed library!

Grede 1 Caring for bocks, llstening te storles,

Grade 2 Sharing llbrary books; locating library books,
plcture boolka, enay readeras.

lyean Elizaboth Lowrle, op. oit., p. 211,
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Grade 3 Uaing parts of a book: title page (author,
title): loecating library books, shell labels,
fiotion, non-fictlion; sharing reading eox-
periences by glving oral book reporta and
re~telling storles,

Grade |, Using parts of a book: title page (publlsher,
date), table of contents, index; using an
encyclopedia and dictlonary; locating library
books by using the card catalog,

Grade 5 Reading for information: class reports, fol=-
lowing & hobby, current events, how to make
something; reading for pleasure: atory, poestry,
magazine and newspapor; uslng the card catalog's
special featurea: cross references; using
apecial feafurea of encyclopedias: subject
index, cross reference, blbliographlea, charta,
maps, tables.

Grade & Using a varlety of Indexes to find all
available materials for s class report: card
catelog, book index, magazine indux; note
taking; making a biblliography.

Indepandent library skills mat be learnsd. TUnleas
students recelve this training early in 1life they can be
tandicapped with library tasks throughout thelr later years
of education and 11fe, As atated by Helen Heffernan, "no
one who has taken the trouble to go and see chlldren at work
in an elementary school library willl doubt its effectiveness

in helping education move forward,"@

1Roberta Bishop Freund, Open thas Book (New York:
Searscrow Press Inc., 1962), pp. ce-2i.

2Helen Heffernan, "The Library Improves the Elementary
School," ALA Bulletin, LVI (February, 1962), 103.
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11, PLANNING THE ELEMENTAHY SCHOOL LIBRARY

In order to maks the elomentary gchool 1ibrary
functional ma well as inviting and fascinating to the stu-
dents, cooperative planning in terms of edusaticnal goals
is esaentisl. Kennon atates that:

Good olemontary school library programs don't develop
overnight. They are dependent upon flve zupporting
factors: budget, personnel, materials collectlon,
quarters snd egulpment, and program plenniiz by the
achool faculty.d
These five supporting factors can be privided adegquately
only if cooperative planning whiech 1icludes the bhoard of
sducation, superintendent, principsl, librarian and teachers
taken plave,

The board of educatlon has s major task in develop=-
ing guldelines for the establishkmsnt and maintenance of a
desirable sducational program, It is esasntial, then, that
they underatand the rele the elenentary library plays in
the sducation of ohlldren. Unless tiw board of education
can aee the importanos of the elamentary library L% is
doubtful that funds will be provided for 1ta eatablistasnt
or 1f 1t will bo included in building plena.

The role of the superintsndent is primarily that

of leaderabip, It is his reaponsibllity to make

IMary Prandes Kennon, "Tpends in Developldg Elementary
Sahoold Librsriaa“, ALA Bullatin, LVI {(Febpruary, 1962}, 112,

a
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recommendations to the board of edugation that are bamed upon
study and experience, It 1a hls task to Interpret the oduca-
tional program to the community, He must be able to organize
human resources for the Improvement of the educational programf

The principal muat alaso provide leadarahip for the
Improvement of ths instructional program, His most important
task is to be iInformed about the needs of boys and girls.
He muat use thls knowledge to build the educational program
to meet these needs.

Teachers are In a position to know the needa of
their atudents better than anyone else In the achool aystem,
Their contributions can be invaluable in planning the edu-
caticonal program for the students., Teachers who have kept
up with educational trends are fully awsre of the neceasity
of elementary library facilitlis. They are aware of the
objectives of the achcol and of the sctivities that are
associated with the school program, Because of this
awaraness, their suggestiona regarding types of furnlture,
space arranzements, book collectlons, storage space, eta,,
should be glven serlous consldsration when planning the

elementary library,

lxntional Council on 3cnoolhouse Conatruction, Juide
for Planning School Planta (Baut Lansing: National Council on

Schoolhouae Conatructlon, 1964), p. 4.
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The primary goal of mchool library developmant 1a
the improvement of servises to pupils snd teschera, To
accompliah thias goal, planning wlll involve a complete study
of the educational program inoluding teaching methods, class
size, currioulux dsvelopment, and projection of futurs aschool
needa, Aonording to Eennon:

Speocific feaaibls gorla Lor school library devalop-
mont are needed to guide sction., They bhelp o foocuas
attontion on needs and gain aupport Irom perscons who
oan help to meet the needs, Beslore goals ocan be
adopted, it 1ip usually neceszsary to survey existing
libravy resources &nd servloea, Arltsr strengths and 1
wealnessos are identifled realistic goals can be set,

Enthuaiastic school personnel can do a great deal
to sell m community on the necesslty of the olementary
1ibrary or st lesat on the need of luproved library services.
When & definlte neod ip eatabliashed moat cbataclea cen be
O¥Orcoms,

It appears quite obvious that a small ocollectlon of
books ln emch classroam cannot give students the necessary
library akills, Thers are, howsver, acms grvercrowdsd scshools
that will not have apaces avallable to centralize their libra-
ries, These sobhoola ocsn inoreass the efficlency of thelir availe

able reacurces by bhaving all thelr books and other library

materials listed in a centrallzed card catalog, In this

. IHnry Frances Xennon, "Schoel Libreries", Wilson
Library Bulletin, XXXIX (May, 1962), 775. -




21
yay mombera of the ataff willl know the items available
throughout the school, The cards should give the room
location of each book or plece aof equipment,

Schools should start with the resources that thay
bave available to them, whether it 1s an unused claasroom
or atorage room or whather 1t is a 1ibrary faclility planned
in a new school building. Jordon and Jackson asuggest that:

Through cooperative efforts any well=lighted mnd
properly ventilated room of auffliclent size can bacoms
a library. Sometimes an adjacent cloakroom can becoms
a workroom for the 1librarlan and clerk and a storage
space for materials, Movable furniture -- shelving,
tables of varied shapes and helghts, and filing and
cataloging equipment =- can bs purchased,l

Once a school has decidad to establish a centralized
elementsry school library, a plannsd program for its davelop-
ment should be Initlated, In most cases a dlstrict will not
provide funis to establish a complate library within one yesar.
Gaver states that the school:

essCan bea* achieve thelir aim by a step-by~step plan
aimad at reaching resasonable standards in physical
quartsrs, personnsl, materliels, and the resultant
program of services -- not over-night -- but over a
period of ssversl years. It is desirable, however,
in setting up such = long range plan that the goal be
set within e flve year perlod, otherwlses a whole
generation of achool children will pass through a

Yarton Jordon and David M, Jackson, "The Schools
WNe Already Have," Elementary School Bulldings...Deslgn for
Learning (Washington: Latlonal tducstlion assoccimstlion,
Departmont of Elamentary Sechool Prineipals, 1959), p. 174.




school with 1ittle avidenca of the new Faﬂoninel and
facilities actually available in the school,

EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS

When eonaiderstion is given to construction of sechool
plants 1t 1s Important that educational specificationa be
submitted to the architeoct ao that the building will fit
the desired school program. Educational specifications are
"a written communication from the owner to the architect,
describing the aducationsl activitles, that the achool plant
should accommodate,"

The development of educational aspecificationa for
the elementary school library 1s a necessary part of the
Flanning proceas, These speciflcations should convey to the
archltect an understanding of the types of services, uses,
and the variocuas needs of the school program, The specifications
should provide the archliteot with information regarding the
locatlion, the number of psopls that will use the library,
the activities that wlll take place, the speclal arems nseded,

end the various typss of equipment to bs housed,

lnnry Virginla Gaver, op. cit., p. 141,

ZDwayno E. Gapdner, "Educational Zpecifications for
tgﬂ School Library,™ ALA Bulletin, LVIII (February, 1964),
114,
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Too often eduontional speciflcmtiona are over sim-
plified by the use of such terms as adequate shelving or
adequate storage. Certalnly the needs of the llbrary cannot
bs aanvayad to the architect in such general statements,

The architect needs more speciflc Information such aa:
shelving for 2,000 regular elemsntary booka or storage for
500 rilmstrips, ete, No one 1s in a better positlon to
know the needs of the achool library than the achool ataff
wembers, Unleas these needs are conveyed to the architect
in understandable terms, tha achool library will fall far
short of its expectations,

The architectual responaibility 1lies within the
realm of deaign, fabrieatlon, structure, construction, and
installation, not with the development of the educational
program, Librarfes that are not bullt around an educational
program reault in the program, of necessity, being built
around the facllitfes avallable in the 1library,

Cameron atates that the archlitect needs anawers to
certain basic queastions when planning & new library:

. 1., How many 1tems of printed materinls of different
types will need to be In the library?

/ 2. How many and what types of audio-vlaual alds will
need to be included in the planning?

3. Whet are the moat effiolent wayas for the materlals
and audio=-visunl alds to bs utilized?

4., How much and what type of preparation of materials
is contemplated?
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/ 5, B8hould the plans incorporate facilitles for the
maintenance and repair of books, films, and the liket

6. What controls governing the operation of the
1library are contemplated?

/ 7. Will a professfonal library for teachers and other
ataff membera be a part of the aschool library?

B, Will there be departmental libraries in addition
to the main library?

/ 9. Will books, films, projectors, and so on be reg-
ularly disbursed from the library to the olassrooms?

10. Will conferencas with individuals or groupa be
held in connestion with the llbrery program?

11. Is 1t contemplated that audio-visual aids will
be utilized In the library? If so, by individuals?
groupa? what size groups?

12, What is the maxizum number of books that might
7 be expescted to be checked out in one day? returned
in one day?

~13. What activities in connectlon with the library
ogram will require apecial acoustical treatment?
special lighting treatsent?

+ 1}, How many and what type of materials will be
dlaplayed?

/ 15. How many full and part-time librarians will be
available?

/ 16, How many student assistants will be available,
and what type of work will they perfora?

/4 17. What should be the capaclty of the space devoted
to each activity of the library at a given timetl

lyohn L, Cameron, "The School Library Program: What
the Architect Neads to Know", Problems in Flanning Librar
Pacilities (Chicago: knoriola Library Aasoslatlon, T94T,

PPe IISG | ? -
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Educational specifications are not intended to give
advice on design because thls pleces restrictions upon the
work of the architect, However, thers are some specifloa=-
tiona neceasary if the architeot is to design the library
to fit the instruotional program. Benda lists some apecific
requiremants to help the architeot 1ln planning the library:

1, Stacks to provide for a spocified number of

volumes, Shelves adjustable to accommodate over-
size books, Stack heights up to 6 feet high along
walls and lj feet high when used as space dividers,

2. Rack space for magazines (slanted type shelving)
for the number of ilssues currently received, and
planned to include some growth ln subscription,

Rack apace for newspapers designed for economical
storage.

3. Storags for present recordings and a reasonable
amount of growth, tape recordings in a cabinet, and
filmatrips in a cabinet provided with drawer
atorage = to be added to as the collection grows,

4. Tables and chalrs for the required percentage
of users in the reading area, with not over 6
pils per table, Table height to fit the user.
You may wish to recommend that one third of the
tables be round or other than rectangular,)

5. Study carrels (based on the mumber required
by your program). The carrels to be individual
or in multiples, with partitions for privecy and
a shelf for materiala, Froper lighting and an
electric outlet to ba provided each oarrel,

6., Informal seating In the browalng area to be
home~like and invite participation and use,

7. Ciroulation desk to be placed at a focal point
for good supsrvision, The deslign could be counter
height, movable or sectional, perhaps of a
oircular shape, with a book return drop alot,
built-in charging facllities with card files for
booka in clrculatlon, and lockable money drawer,
Storage shalves and drawers as neoded,



8, Card catalog in five-drawer units. These unlta
may be staoked as reoommended, or set side by side
with & countertop over them to serve for a ready
reference work surface.

9. Four-drawer vertloal filea to be placed where
best to provide the function they will serve.

10. A diotioTsry stand and an atlas stand located
for best use,

Eduoational specifications that have been developed
as & result of ccoperative planning offer the greatest
possibility of having functional library facllitles.

LOCATION OF THE ELEMENTARY LIBRARY

A great deal of thought should be glven to the
location of the library within the scheool plant so that
1t will most affectively sei've the instructional program,
Nicholsen suggests that "it should be located as near the
center of the school as posaible so that it 1s accessible
to all students and teachers™.2 Accessibility alone,
howsver, is not the only consideration for the location of
the 1ibrary. The location should be ccnaidered in relation
to the total schocol bullding and the total school program,

1Charles A. Benda, "The School Library and the Archil-
tect", Problems in Plenning Library Facilitles (Chicago:
Americen Library Assoclatlon, I?Gﬂi. PPe 153-Dlks

2Margaret E. Nicholsen, "The I.M.C." School
Libraries, XIII (March, 1964), L2«
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Acpording to Blisabeth Hodges "the location of the library
should be determined on the basls of aceosalibility, freedom
from unnecsssary nolse, and possible future axpanslon'.l

Some factors that nssd to be glven oonsideration
regarding the location of the library would ineluds:
{1) whother the 1library 1is to be open after school houra or
during the summer, If it L3 %0 be Open at times other
than achool hours, 1t would be most practical to have out-
slde entrances dirsctly to the 1ibrary to avoid having the
entire sohool facility open. (2) In slementary sechoola tbe
higher grads levels will uss the library mors than the
lower grades, If the library could not be centrally locatsd
for some reason, 1t would ba more presoticel to have 1t
clossr to the bigher grade levela, (3} The library should
be lccated sway from nolae areus such as musis rooms and
cafeterias. (4) The library should have the ability to
expand if nescessary, *To allew for enlargement of the
library as earollments increase, or as curriculum changes
make new materials and serviocas necessary, the original
gquarters should not adjoln load=bearing walla, atalrwaysz,

lavatoriss, or other fixed architesctusl features, "2

1Elizabeth Hodgea, "Physical Requirements for Geod
Library Service”, American School and Universtty, 1961-62,
{Now York: Butbenhelm rublishIng Corp, 1901) p.[F-llo

21b1a.




SPADE REQUINEMENTS FPOR THE LIBRARY

Space allooations for the varlous areas of the
1ibrary are important 1 the library 1z to becoms an effes-
tive part of the schocol program and so that the library
wlll serve in the process of self-sducation, Benda states
that the objsctives of llibrary space ars to:

{1) support the Instruotional program; (2} provide
materials for personal neada; {(3) provide for ref-
sronos service and research; (4} serve the entire
school; (5) provide neadsad services to implemsnt
the oducatiocnal program; (&} serve the tsachera asx
needa domand in preparation of subjlect matter and
atudent motivation; (7) prorids adequate materials,
facilities, end aervices to mset the needs; (8} pro~
vide an stmosphsre to enocourage pupll participation
and soarch for information and knowlisdge on thelir
fnitiative; and {9) produca an atmosaphere conducive
to reosrcational reading,

When planning for the varfona areds in the library
ane st ook at the current trenda in educution and at
what will be expected of the library in the futurs. "Present
apuoe requirsments are based on the sssumpiion that the
atudent will spend approximabely one sixth of his time¢ i
the 11brlr:.“2 Howsver, some educstlonal programs requirs

much more time in the library for the students, Thias means

1Charles J, Penda, Ths School Library and the
Apshitect®, Problsms Iin Planning Library Pasilities,
(Chicago: Aweriomn Library Aascciation, 15CLT, pe 153e

: 24irs, Georgia Rankin Cole, "The Departmentallred
Sohool Library", Problems in Flanning Library Facillitlea
{chioago: American Library Assocliablon, 1 . P v
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that more and more people will be in the 1library at any
givon time and that more and dlfferent types of seating
arrangements wlll be nesded, Part of the seating will
probably be in the form of carrela,

Thore 1s 11ttle question that the librarles of the
future wlll become larpgoer because of the materiels that
they will house and the activitles thab wlll take place In
the library, Materfals that willl be housed in the library
include booka, fllmstripa, maps, motion pletures, pamphlets,
periodicels, records, slides, tapes, and all of the equipmant
necessary to use these various malterisls,
Lohrer suggests that alamentary achools with eanroll=-
ments of 300 or more puplls iInclude areas that contain:
(1) a minimum, essentlel space for reading, viewing,
and Jistening activities by individuals or groujpa;
(2) apace for exhibits; (3) apace for offlea, work, end
confarence neaeds; (4) space Tor the production of ma-
terials; (5) storase and stack space for school-owned
printed and nenprinted learning regources and for
equipment that 1a rented or borrowed; anl (%) spacs  q

for profesaional rasources and worlk neaeds of Leachers,

Roading Room Spoea, The reading room will require

the greatost allocation of space in the lihpary facility,
In order to adequately determine the sizo of this area, the

eurrent &nd the entlcipeted enrellment of thes aschool must

1&11c9 Lohrer, "The Elemantary School Library Planned
as an Tostructional Matertals Centor”, Pochlems In Planning
Library Foeflities {Clicago: Amuricen LIDrEry TaSocYatlon,

2 e Liie
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be taken into conaideration, JIn the literaturs, spsos mle
loocations sre based upon the intsndad asating acapaolty of
the room, Therefore, it must first be determinsd how many
atudents the library will need to asesat at one time,

The Californla Elsmentary School Adminiatrators
Assoolation suggaygts thai the readlng reom ahould ssat the
®largost olass plus ten."l The Amerilcan Library Asscoiation
Standards oall for " memting capacity of 10 psr cent of the
snrollmsnt in achools with mors than 550 students and s _
mioiruz soating capacity of [5-55 atudents in aschocls having
200-550 atudents,"2 -

Based upon the nacssasry sesting capacity the
¢alifornia Elamentary School Adminiastrators fesl that 25«30
square feet per seated student 1s roquired with a minimum
of 1200 aquare foot.3 The American Library Association
states that "30=35 aguara feet per reader” are necousary.h
this includes the space necessary for the ahelving, tablea,
and elslss that need te be in the reading rocm.

1califorpia Elementary 3chool Administrators
Assoelation, Inatrustional Supplies and Eguigment for tha

Library of the UG0od LLEeMEeNntiry School (S8 JTFANcClsco!
Tellfornis Ylexentary School idmInIJErntora Ansoclation,
1957), P 15.

2amorican Library Associatlon, op. elt., p. 19,

3california Elasmentary School Administrotors
*"ocilt’.onp 220 Bit.' Pe 15“

hinorioan Library Assocclation, cp. olit., P« 220.
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Work and Storags Room, If the workroam and atarage
yoom are combined and serve aa storage for both printsd and
sudlo-visual squipment and materialms, about "LOO squars
fest of Iloor spacs are naodod.'l It is desirable thai there
be 10x12 faet of clear work -pauo.a The partiticn belwesn
the reading room and the work-storage room ahwuld have
glaas panels mo that the activitlss in the reading room oan
ba cbasrved. In many cases the 1llbrarian's office 1s alsc
fncludsd in the work-storage room.

Conference Room, Libraries in sohools with laas
than 1,000 atudents ahould have st least one sonfaranos
room, This room ahould be connscted with the main reading
room. Glass panels installsd in the partition between the
reading room will facilitate suporvislion, Thera should
be & minizwm of 120 sguars fast of apace in ths conference
" poom.3 This rocm will be ussd by both teachers and atudents
for meetings and other small group activitlen.

Viewing and Listening Areas, Most suthoritiss agree

that theres should be listening and viswing sreas in the
1ibrary. In larger schools with enrcllments over £0d

l1b1a, ' .

2zaltfornis Elementary Schosl Adminimtrators
Association, op. sit., P« 15

3amerlcan Library Aasscciation, op. oit., p. 12L.
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students separate listening and viewing rooms could be
provided, In achools with smaller enrcllmenta 1t would
probably be more practical to 1lncorporate these areas into
the reading, conference, or workroom. They could be pro=-
vided in the reading room through the use of carrels that
have slectrical outleta and are equlpped with headsets., The
workroom and conference room can be equipped with asufficient
outlets and furniture to perform this service in a satisfac~

tory manner,
FURNITURE

Purniture used in the elementary library should be
functional, durable and attractive, It is usually desirable
to avoid dark finishea becauss they reveal scratches and
dust easily. Dark finishes also absorb a considerable amount
of light, Pinishes should be dull rather than shiny to
avold glare,

If posaible, furniture with glued Joints should not
be placed near the heating units because of the damage that
wlll occur from the heat coming directly from the units,

Reading Room Furniture -- Shelving. The amount of

shelving used in the slementary library will be determined
by the slze of the collection of materials that the aschool

bhas., The National Council on Schoolbouse Construction states



33
that there should be allowed "1 linear foobt of shalving for 15
elnmentary books,"™ The American Library Azsoclatlon sati-

mates the mmber of bookz per three-foobt zhelfl when full as:

PBooks of average aize = 30; reference books = 1B; plature
books (with dividers) - 60." It 1s not recommenied by mest
anthorities, however, to have full shelves because of the wear
that accompaniea crowded books and borsuse of the difffculty
elementery students will have In working with full shelves,
It would be bettor teo 3111 shelves approximately three-fourths
full, According to Hodgea:
Any school which hopes to meet natlonal slendards muast
provide shelving For a minimum of ten booka per pupll,
Bg estimating ten books per linear foot of shelving,
this means that thers must be one foot of shelving fLor
aach pupil, plus the amount of shelving nesded for
anticipated expanaion, Thia estimate 13 beaged upon
full shelves, a conlitlon extremeoly 21rficult to
adminiater., Therefore, a really adequate shelving
eatimnts would rcquire an Increase of 10-25 percent
over the minimum,-

The hefght of the warlous tyres of shelving In the
elementary library should be in proportion to the slze of the
students that willl use them, The MNatlonal Council on
Schoolhouae Conatruchtlon suggests thatb:

Al12 shalving should be adjustahle, The helght of the
ahelving for the regular collectlon should be 5 feet,

IHutlonnl Counell on Schoglhouse Constructlion,
Guide for Planalsr 3ehool Plants {East Larnsing: Nutional
Gouncll on Jchooliouds constructlion, 1958), p. 5A,

2imertean Library Associatlon, on cib., pe 126,

3,‘.‘:112“!}0&?1 Hodges, B cit,, P P-25,
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The haipght of the ploture book sholving should be from
36 1inohes to 40 inohes, with a depth of 12 _inches aumd
four dividers for esch 3 feet of abelving.

The Amerlcan Library Asscolatlon's specifications

for regular shelving inolude:

Width of seation on centers,
Depth of shelver
Standard , ¢« « ¢« & »
07.!‘8130 s P+ N @
Thickness of shalves .,
Base « o« & 4+ + v 8 2 s

LA

Total height of atandard mection

Total helght of counter ssatlion

L
-
[
L
-
-

- 8t % 8 &

Specifications for apocial ashelving:

For current psrlodicals
Depth of slanting shelves

4 inch upright partitions approximately

apart in eaoh asation.

For phonograph recorda
Dapth of shslves . . a «
Space (in clear) betweon a

4 4 u & 5 &

. s » # 3 =
Depth of shelvas stralght acroas . . .
For baok issuaa of psariocdlcalas -=- depth
For ploture books for elemsniary schoola
Dopthofahol"aa............
Space [in the clear} betwesn aholves .

helves

tor

averags slze records ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢+ & 4 4 o .

Space (in claar) betweon shelves for
overalze records and transcriptions
4 inoh upright removable partitions

»

3 foot

8-10 finochews
10-12 inches
13/16 inch
~5 inohes
-6 feot
30-42 Linohes

16 inghes

12 inches
12-15 inohes
12 inches
1li}=-16 inchaa
7-8 inches
16 inches
1} tnohes

18 inches

approximately 24 inohes apart in eack aection,l

Ap musch of the shelving as posalble should be against

the wall, BShelving that cannot be againat the wall should

lgational Counsil on Schoolhouss Constructien,
Guide for Planning School Flanta, 1958, op, cit., p. 58,

2pmerican Library Assoclation, op. olt., ps 125«26,
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be so arranged that 1t does not Interfer with the flow of
traffic within the room. Excessive trim on shelving units
should be avolded beceuse 1t decreasea the caprcity of the
shelving,

Tables and Chaira. The size of the tables used in

the elementary library should be such that they will aserve
the varying asizes of the students that will use them, Tables
should be of different sizes and shapeas, A varlety of table
shapes will increase the flexibility orf the tables and will
oreate a more informal atmosphere in the library, These
tables should have a light finlah to provide a light back=
ground for the readers., Dimenalons of the tables will be
®*helght 25~20 inchea; width 3 feet; length 5-6 leel; round

tables lj feet. A minimum of thirty inches per resder 1is

allowed in table lengtha,"t

Some factora that are important in determining
proper seating are:

1, Seat height should be such that the pupil's foot
n.{ rest flat on the floor and support sufficient
wolght to relleve pressure on the underside of Lthe
thigh at the front of the aeat.

2, Ir the pupll's back 1s properly aupporiad by the
backrest there should ba three or four inches alearw
ance between the front edge of the aseat and the inside
angle of the knese.

3., The seat should slope alightly down toward the
rear in order to overcoms the tendency to slide for-
ward, and it should touch only the lumbar region or

lamerican Library Association, op, oit., p. 126,



hollow of the baaok betwesn the hipa and the ahoulder
blades, Self=-adjusting baak supports ars degirable,
L« The height of a rlat deak top should ba aboul
ons inoh abova the elbow level of the pupll when he
s propsrly seated and holds bia upper arm in a
vertioal position,l

{hairse to be used with the tables will need to be

from 14 to 17 inches in height. Enough chairas should alase

be provided to agoommedate the students during the atory
houwr, These should ba steocking ohaips that can be removed
from ths floor when not in use to provide more floor spaces
in the library, R ' '

Carrela, Individual aerrels asesa to be becoming
an important part of the olementary ilbrary, This 1ia due
primarily to the emphasia upon individuoal study. Small
arsas and oarrels plannsd for relerence work or group pro-
Jeots are mors meaningful in the elementary aschool library
program than ars copferance rocma,Z Trump reccimends one .
oarrel for evary three students in the sehool,l

Seversl types of oarrels are aveilable on the mar~-
ket today, 3Same are iIndividual unlts to aeat only ons
peraon while cothers are regular tables with partitions set

INational Gounoll on Schoslhonas Construction,
Flomentary School Plant Planning {Kaahville: National
Tounoell on Schoolhouas Gomatruction, 1950}, p. 16.

2Lotrer, op. olt., p. 160.

31, Lioyd Trump, "Images of the Puture for Scheel

Iibrarlen™, ALA Bulletin, LV (Pebruary, 1961), 129=-3l.
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aocrous the top forming divisions of four or six areas.

Meost authoritles agres that the elementary liboary
~ ahould be equipped with carrels, howsver, the type and num-

" . bar nesdsd can only be determined by the type of educational

program of the school, As school programs provide for more
indepandent atudy the number of ocarrels will inoreases, It
' is advisable Ehnt they be equipped with eleoctriocal outlets
and hemdseta for viewing and listening activitles,

Other Reading Hoom Furniture. Other items of fur-

nitare that are asssnilal in the reading room are: (1) the
card ocatalog wlth a maximum helght of 45 tnchea, aillowiog
b standard drawers per 1000 books;l (2) a sharging deak 32
inches high, 72 inches long by 28 inches wlde;Z (3) twe book
trusks -« one to bs used in the library and ene for moving

books to tha olassrooma; (l) atlas stund; {(S) bulletin boards

at ays level for the atudents; {6} displey casea; (T} vertical

filez; and (8) dictlonary atand,

Work-atoreges Aoom Purniture, Some authoritisg be-

lieve that the work-atorage area should he planned in
connectlion with the temchers workroom or the office dupli-

cating area, Lohrer atates that "facilit{as and equipment

1Nnt10nll Counell on Schoolhouae Conntruction,
Elswentary 3choeol Plant Planning, op. sit., p. 27.

21b44,

e



that can be ussd intsrobangesbly by fasulty and atafl reduss
costs and pesult in more afflicient squipment utilization.”l
If this is done, however, it 1s atill noceswary that the
room adjein the library so that the library cun be auper-
visad from the workroom, The equipment presented as necsgsary
in this seotion refers only to that whioch should be provided
for the library work-gtorage room and not to a staff worlroom.

A very important plece of furnitfure for the work-
roon will be a oountar covared with a water-pesiatant auiface
suoch ag Pormion, Xt sbould have bulit in a slnk wlth hot
and o06ld water, The helght of the countar should be 36 inches
with a depth of 24 to 30 inches., The aountar will bs moat
aeffective 1f it bhas both drawer and door apace Lo assoumodate
diffarent types of materisis. The cabinet below the alnk
abould be alosed. Kneshols space ahould bes provided ip the
counter for at leasat two psople to sit comfortably while
working. Above tho counter thers may be elthor open shelving
or supboards for storage of asupplies and small egquipment.

The workroom should bs provided with s area whers
spray painting, lacquering, ete,, oan ba done. There should
bo an oxhaust fan over this urea £0 remove the odora and

fumes,

ILOMQP. ﬂl _q_iin' Pe 181.
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Sholving to meet the epscificatfonm citad in the
reading room furniture asction must be provided in tho worke
storage room, Shalving for the workroom will need to be a
fminimum of 250 feet,"l Thia shelving is used for current
newspapora, back ijssues of periodloals, and equipment atored
in ths workroom, o

To dotermine the amcunt of storage space for audio-
vizual materials and equipment the aohcol needa to taks
inventory of the kinda, alzes, snd numbers of thia equipment
and materials, The Inventory plus the antlclpated Increase
in thess items will determine the amount and kind of storage
requived, _ :
. Storags for the sudlo-vlsusl equipment willl includs
space for overhead and opague projectors, acund end film=-
strip projecteors, phonpgraphs, rediocs, televislons, films,
filmstrips, mapa, posters, and racorda, Space is also needed
for projeotlon bulbs and othar repair and replacement supplies.
: When the librariants office fa to be Included in the
.uork-utorage room, & deak and typewriter atand will be
necasaary. Thess could be bullt in the form of a counter
with a height of 30 inches for the desk areas and 26 inches
for the typlng arcn, Drawer space oould be provided on

both sidea of the kneehols soccording to the needa of Lhe

lgalifornie Elementary School Adminilatrators
Asasociation, op. clt., b. 17,
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1ibrarian, The librarisn will need to have at least one
legal eire file in her office area so that materials can be
properly filed for future use.
If the work-storage room ia to serve as a viewing
and listening area additional tables and chairs will need
to be provided for thils purpose.

Confersnce Room Furniture, The conference room

usually contains one long table, chairs for B or 10 persons,
a small chalkboard, a bulletin board, and one standard unit
of ;halving.l Ir the room 1s to serve 83 part or all of
the liatening and viewing area it will need to be equipped
with electrical outleta and a projection asocreen, Space 1s
also needed to set the equipment upon that will be used in
the room, The room will need adequate sound contreols for

using audio-visual equipment.

FLOOR COVERING

Paotora to be ccnaldered in the selectlon of fleoor
covering for the library would include aound absorbing
gualities, iInitial cost, maintenancs, appearance, and
durabllity, It appears that no one type of flooring 1a

superior to all others when these various factors are taken

13. L. Taylor, Library FPrellities for Elementary and

Seeondary Schools, Office of Lducatlon oIrouan 15050,
[Washington: UGovernment Frinting Offlce, 1965), p. 21.
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into conalderation, The Rducational Faolilitiass Laboratories
comments that ¥flooring offers perhaps the slearsst and
ocanieat £o underatand oase study of low acst and high main-
tenanca versus high initial coat and Jow mnlntnnnnuo.'l

Arguments for resilient types of flooring as well
a8 arguments ror sarpeting osn be found fn the literature.
Elther type of floor oovering has soms advantages over the
other.

In an oxperiment &t 3Sha¥epr High School in Nowtonw
ville, Now York, underwritten by the American Cavpet Inatitute,
one=half of & new achool waas carpeted whlls the other halr
way covered wlih asphalt tfle:

For the past thres ysars now, thls carpsting has

been subjested to mirict observation and teata, To

dete, 1t has oost $176.61 a yoar to maintain avery

1,000 square fesbt of carpet. It bas ocost almest

twlecs as much, $350.75, to maintalin svery 1,000 szquars

feat of tile. Whet'a more, Lt took about helf the

time == 3l compared fo &4 minutes a day == 5o malntaln

the carpeting. School offlcials estimate that the

carpating’s acoustic quslitlias have reduced_the nolase
level at Shaker High School by 50 per ocsat,

Another atudy was conducted &% Andrsws, Texss, In

which one achool with carpeting was compared with a similar

lRduoational Pacilities Laboratories, The Cost of a
Schoolbhcuse {Keow York: Educational Facllitles Taboratories,

» Pe
2Eaucational Factlities Laboratories, High Schooly,
1962 (Hlew York: Educational Faoilitisa Laboratories, 1761},
Pe (3



aohool with vinyl tile floaring. The carpet:
evs008t £2,000 to install. Vioyl tile in w similar
achool ocost $1,120, DPasad on threa years maln-
tenance, & projectoed nlne-year co3t saguances showad
that the town will not only make up that $080 initial
dairferance but save an sdditlional 1,2071 or about
half of the carpet’s total initial coat,

Basioally the proponents of carpeting preaent the
following factors in its favor: (1) although carpeting costa
more Inltially this cost will be offaet by dsorsased main-
tenancs ocosta; (2) ocarpeting is highly effsotive in the
reduction of nolse within ths librapy; (3) carpeting helpa
to creats a pleasant atmosphers in the library: () cerpeting
reducea tha posslbility of accldents and 1s more comlortable
to walk on; and (5) students behavior improves becwuss of . -
" the paychological effect of carpeting. :

Tile flooring materials vary considsrabdly in thes
factors that ares thought essentisl for the library. Tables
I and II fllustrate some of these varistions that exlat in
realllent flooring materisls.

Porheps the greatest advantage of tile flooring 1s
the low initial coat of installatlion, OCther arguments for

tilo floors are: (1} flexibility inm deaige; (2) thelr mbillty

to be kept ganitary and dust~free; (3) durabtlity; and {4} low

maintenance sgosts,

11pid, . R

A
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Maintonanoe ooats of different typea of floor
ooverings are difficult to ewtablish. One must take into
sonsideration how often the floors would ha swept, noppad,‘
waxed, vacuumad, or shampooed, and the smount of lsbor that
would be requirad for esch activity. The 1life of the ma-
terisl iz alsc an fmportant conslderation becauss of
negossary raplacement nosts,

Rogardless of the typs of flooring used it 1s In-
" portant thet 1t hes sound reduclng characteristlcs, It is
alao necosaary that the rflooring conform to acceptable

light reflectlon standarda,

ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

Realizing the effect that ths onvironment within
the library will have upon 1ta users, carsful planning will
orsate surroundings that are conduclve teo the lesrning
processes of the library. The usefulness of the llbrary ias
greatly dependent upon the contrel of light, tempersture,
sound, asstbetic sppeal, and apace,

Visual Environment, In the llteraturs of Juat a

fow yeara ago the footoandle was the determining factor of

lodoptabla-ligbting. Today, however, authorities take into
conaideration other faastors as well as the footoandle lnten-
sity of light, They are concerned with achleving a balanca

batween iutensity and brightness. Terry states that
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satisfactory school lighting must meet these regquirementa:

1. Be within the normal limits of brightneas or
intensity on the working area,

2., Maintain the contrast between the 1light on the
book or desk and that in the surrounding alsle or
floor area within satlafactory limita,

3. Control the light Lo prevent disturbing shadows
or reflectiona,

Two imporiant factors in achlieving balanced bright-
ness within a room are the amount of glare and the brightness
contrast within the visual field, "Brightnese contrast, 1if
greater than a ratlio of 1 to 10, can cause eye atrain due to
the instinctive attempt of the eye muscle to adjust to both
levels."@ Excessive brightness contrast usually results from
conditiona such as:

1. The actual source of a bright 1light being visable,
2. The surfaces in the visual area belng smooth or

reflective enough to mirror the brightness of the
source.

3. The degree to which the source is a point of light
rather than a diffused light so that shadows cast by
the light are in sharp contrast to the visual surround,3
Disturbing brighinsss contrasts can be avoided or
minimfzed by having the light source high enough to be out

of the fleld of vislon; by avolding furnlture or other

1Barr3 Terry, Mschanical-Electrical Equipment Hand=-
book for School Bulldings (Hew York: Joan Uifoy £ Sona,

I1560), p.

2Brock Arms, "Principles of Illumination for Libra=
riea", Tho Library Environment =- Aspects of Inteclor Planning
(Chicago: American Library Associstion, 1955),; pe 32,

31bi4,
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aurfaces with gleossy finishesa; and by covering greater areas
of the cefling with light that is properly diffused,

Table III glves examples of the lipghting requirementa
of various tasks in the 1library, The number 2 pencil task ias
comparable to most activities that oceur In the library,

The type of 1lighting that the table 1s based upon is com-
parable to the type of 1ighting created by totally indirect,
dirfuse lighting,

TABLE III

LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS FOR SAMPLE LIBRARY TﬁSKi
Based on 1959 Standards for "Glare-free Light

Raquired
Task Descoription Port neal s
10=point Textype print 0.9
B-polnt Textype print 1.1
Ink writing on white paper 1.4
12 easlest apirit-duplicated samplea 2.1
Printed numerals 8.3
No. 2 pencil on white paper 63.0
No. 2 pencll on white paper T6.5
Sth carbon copy of typed material iﬁi.o
12 most difficult splrit-duplicated samples .0

If provislons are made for a balanced brightneass

and for the reduction of glare, improvement of visual tasks

lg, Richard Blackwell, "Lighting the Tibrary --
Standards for Illumination,™ The Library Environrant --
Aapects of Interior Planninz TUHiTEZO: Amerlican Library
AssoclatTan, 17551, Ps 2.
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will rise abt a rather gonstant rate up to 150 footcandles.
Only tasks involving minute details require footoandle levels
over 150, This type of task does not normally ocoour iu the
elementary library.

Appropriate levels of lighting and brightness balance
can be schieved with many different types of lighting systems,

Acoording to Armas:

The decision of what lighting to use in a 1library
should be based not upon whether ths szource is floures-
cent, Iincandescent, polarized, or any other type of
arbitrarily high level lighting, but rather upon the
comfor{ that can be obznin.d without oonfusing bright~
ness contrasts or glare,

The National Council on Schoolhouse Construction
states the following recommendations for lighting:

l. In a classroom, the brightness of any surface viewed
from any normal atanding or sitting poaition should

not be sxceasively greater than the brightneas of the
visual tesk, A= the high brightness of surfaoce in the
visual rield approaches ths brightness of the taak,
visual comfort and efficlency increase, FPresent re-
search indicates that the highest scceptable brightneass
of any surface In the visual field should not be greater
than ten timea the brightness of the task.

2. In mu classroom, the brightness of a surfmce viewed
from any normal standing or sitting positlon should not
be exceszaively lower than the brightneas of the visual
task. As the brightness of surfaces in the visual field
approaches the brightness of the Lssk, visusl comfort

and efflciency lncrease, Present research indicates that
the lowest acceptable brightness of any surface in the
visuel should not be less than one-third the brightness
of the task.

Lirms, op. elt., p. 33.
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31, The brightness of surfaces immedlately adjacent to
the visual task is more critiesl in terms of visual oom=-
fort and efficilency than that of more remots surfaces In
the visual field, These ad)acent surfaces have lower
acceptable brightness limits than surfaces farther re-
moved from the task. Fresent research indicates that
surfsces immediately adjacent to the visusl task should
not exceed the brightness of the task and should be at
least one~third the brightness of the task.

4. The brightness-difference between ad jacent sur-
faces in the total wvisual fleld should be reduced to
an acceptable minimum,

S5« The characteristica of any lighting syatem should
be zuch that direct and reflected glare are not ob=-
jectionable, If the brightness-difference produced by
& lighting system are held within the limits atated in
recommendations 1, 2, and 3 above, direct and reflscted
glare will not be objectionable,

6. Daylight snd electric light syatems should conform
to the =zems recommendations for brightneass and bright-
neas-difference standards, and both aystems should be
coordinated in design to massure the effectlve contri-
bution of both,
T. Any lighting system should be deaigned in auch a
manner that 1t will contribute to a cheerful, rrizndly,
and aesthetically pleasing classroom envircnment.
Colora used in the library are based upon their
ability to create a pleasant atmoaphere In keeping with
standards for appropriate lighting. Colors within the fleld
of vision ahould be selecied so that they are within the
brightness contrast ratio of 1 to 10 and do not produce un-
wanted glare, Table IV gives the desirable range of reflec-

tance of the varlous surfaces to be found in the library.

Iational Council on Schoolhouse Conatruction,
Guide for Plsnning School Plents, 1964, op. clt., pp. 129-30.
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TABLE IV

RECOMMENDED SURFACE REPLECTANGCES POR SCHOOLIY

Collinga «+ o+ ¢ + ¢ ¢ ¢ & & 2 2 4 & 70-90%
ulll. ® % » & B & & B 8 % & & B B h0-60%
Chelkboards, ¢ &« o« s s+ o s s & » « Up to 20%
Dagk o 4 o o 2 2 ¢ % 4 o v o o 4 @ 35"50%
Floor's 4+ & o s o o 5 5 ¢+ ¢ » o ¢ » 30-50;

The Natlonal Councll on Schoolhousa Construotion
auggeats the following fastors to consider in solor selection!
1, Light colora reflect more light than derk ones,

2, Teoo much brightness may handicap vision by sreating
lare, by providing a disturbing tendency to pull away
rom the task or by unduly conatrlioting the pupil-

oponing of the eyes itself,

3. The brightnesa ratios in the room eccming in tha
genaral fleld of vialon of the pupll auch s the walls,
floore, or furniturs stould be falrly uniform,

. The walla should be painted in colora that reflect
0 to 60 percent, Ceailings shonld be finiszhad with
an 85 percent reflecticn factor flat white paint,
Peint finishes should he rlat or matte on all interior
surfaces at eyes level and above.

5, Emotionally, the rsd snd of the spectrum i» sxoclting
while the blus is asubduing, Conmequently, red colora
tend to increass bodlly tension while green and bluse
colora toend to releaase tension,

Thermal Environment. No doubt the heating system

used in ths library wlll be of the aame type as that Lor the

lgational Counsil on Sehoolhouss Construetion,
gulde for Flanning School Flants, 1964, op. oit., p. 126,

2Nationsl Counsll on Scheelhouse Conatructlon,
Elsmentary School Plant Planning, op. cit., pp. 1-15.




"51-“

antiva building, Variations, however, usually exist with
typas of ventllation found threcughout the mohool, The
honting and ventilating aystems are provided for the pur-
pose of}

1. The aupplying of heat for warm=up and to balance
hent losaes r'rom the rocm to the outpide,

2., The asupplying of tempared air for the premovel
of orcess heat.

3. The éilution and removal of unplesasant body odora

by ventilation,

4. In special omaes, the removal of injurious or
obnoxious geaen, vapors, fumes, and dusi by the in-
trodugtion of outaids alr or by filtration,l

Heating 1s not done to supply heat to the human body.

Iy ia to.pravonb a greater loss of heat from the body than

sbout 400 Btu per hour,® A temperaturs of THoP at 106

humidity gives mn atmosphers pleasant $o the lergest number

of people when the building iz heated with systema other
than radlant heating,
to this with radiant heating.3

A temparature of TOYF, 1a comparable

Types of ventllating aystoma range from open wipdows

to warlous types of gravlty or mechanical inastallatlons,

Whatever type ls used it is necessary that changes of air

livid,, p. 66.
zrorry, op. 9it., p. 1.
31%14., p. 3.
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within the poom are scoomplliabed and that drafts are slime
inated ss muoh as possible, 3ix to eight air shanges per
hour ars usually essential,l If open windows are used as the
method of cobtalning ventilatlion 1t 1s alao necessary to have
some type of sxhaust to obtaln proper alr movement, Draft
darlectors or other provisions are important to direct the
alp flow ao that drafts are sliminated,

An exhaust ran should bs provided in ths workraom
ta remove ths odora of lacquering, painting, and other fumes
argated with woprkraom activitiea,

Some new achools are now beiné squipped with air
eonditioning, Thisz would seem moal desirable In the library
espanially if the educatlonal program wore contlnued through=
out the aummer months.

Sonlc Environment. Scme forms of acoustical treatment

for the elementary library are ususglly essential., The amount .

and types of treatment will vary depending upon the nolae
lavel created within the library and fn the surrcunding area,
One of the firat conslderations in sound control for the
1library 1ls to lcoate It away from the nolay areas of the
school auch as the munle room or cafetsrla,

Basically three asources of sound sre donaldered in

: J’National Coungll on Schoolbouse Qonatructlon,
Elemsntary School Flant Flanalng, op, sit., p. &8,
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the mcouatioal treatment of the library: (1)"air-borne sound
originating within the room; ...{2} atr-borns sound orlgl-
nating outside of & room; ... and (3) solid-borne mounds,"t
The first type of sound usually scomes from sources such as
sliding chalirs, walking, dropping books, talking, and the
reverberation of these soundas within the rcom, This type of
sound oan ba controlled with materials used on the celling,
walls, and floors.

A wvarlety of acoustical celling tile 1s avallable
which can be successfully used for treatment of the library
ceiling. Reverberation from the walla can be decreased by
using drapes on the windows or with properly spaced room
dividers. The effectivencss of wvariocus types of floor
covering, as an acoustical agent, are treatsd in a separate
section of thia chapter in the discusaion on flooring.

Sounds that come from outside of the 1library can
be reduced considerably by using sound insulating materials
between the walls of the library., Hallways outsids of the
1ibrary should be made as acoustically dead as possible to
absorb the aound near ita source, Duct-work should be
treated so that sounds will not travel from other rooms to

the library.

J’Dmrid A. Plerce, Saving Dollars in Bullding Schools
(Kew York: Reinhold Publiah!ng &orporiffoﬁ? 15557, pe DU,



Some sounds travel through the astruoture of the

tuilding itself, wzually along wallas or flcor alabs, Some
of these aounda can be reduced by accoustical flcor covering
or expanalon jointa in the walla, They may also be mini-~
nized by mounting motors, ete., on rubber, springs, or other
resilient materiala.

Aoathetio Conslderations, The effects that a pleas=~

ant envircoment have upon the growth and develppment of
atudents 19 reasocn enough to plan the library in a pleaaing
and attractive mennar, The eatmospberse must not be Ltoo fap
removed from that of the home if it 2a to contribute to a
relaxed learning experience for the ohild.l
A strict sdherence to the varicus reflection standards
will result In 1{ght colorsd surlaces throughout the library.
However, the library can use bright primary colors for accent
such as in wall decorations, drapes, murala, paintinga, eto,
Thers 13 no doubt that the bright primary colcora are the '
greatest favorites of younger children, howevapr, as thas
atudants become older mors accsnts will La appreclated,

This 1a eapectally true of the teachers and librariana that
will spend a good deal of time In the llbrary.

15.L. Tayler, op. eit., p. 38.
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Pupils need atteactive surpounlings in which to
grow and deovelop. MAeathetle appsal ecan ba creasted by the

harmonious erganizatlon of spaoe In bterms of simplicity,

propar relationships, proportions, and unity within the

elemontary library.
III. JSUIDLRY

The alementary scheol library can no leonger be con-
siderad sz a separate entity, but must be thought of as an
integral part of the aducabtlonal progrem that 1t sarveas,
Leading oducational authorities today expreas tha opinfon
that all alemantary schools need to have centralized library
facilities, This need 1ncreases conziderably as achools
include more independsn$ atuly In thair currieculum and atudants
aras requirad to posseas more self-education skills,

Currcat research Indicates that centralized slemantary
1ibrary facillties are the moat effactlva method of providing
1ibrary sarvices to atudenta, Bccause of the efficlency with
which materials can be provided, there willl bhe insreased utili-
zation of the materials by both atudents anl teachers, With
improved 1llbrary facilitles teachers axl librarlans cer work
together to give children tha full benefit of the 1library
resources,

Finanelelly, centralization of 11lbrary reaourcas

will not save money. However, by apending the sama emount
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of money that would be spent on individual besk sollestions,
a sohool can obtain much greater sffectivensas and utiliza-
tion of library resourocea.

The reaponalbllity for providing libpary services
in the school lies with the bosrd of education, Thein
obligation 1a to provide funds for the inltlatlon ma well ss
for the.uuintanance of a good library program.

Planning for the slemsntary library raquires the
involvemant of the sntirs staff, nat only to point out its
advantuges but also to get it affectively into operation,
Whether the library is to be eatablishad in existing feeil~
fties or whether 1t ia included In a new achool plant, all
pharas of 1ts develormant need to ba planned in terms of
the sducational program, Elemantary library fecilities muat
also bs made flaxible snough to accommoedats changes and new
emphases within the curriculum,

Every school can work toward an aflackive slementary
3ibrary. In overorowded schools where no facllitles exlst,
a beginning can be made by having a contral card ortalog
available which has all elewmentary librery materiala included.
Schools that oan make space avallebles should begin with what
they heve. Thias might be an empty clessroom or other rowm
that can be put to use as & library, Schools that ara
planning the aomstruction of new plants need to make certain

that an slomentary library 1s ineluded,
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Fducatlonal apecifications mre a necessity in L
developlng effective libravy facilities. These specirications
should be the reeult of cooperativa planning betwesn the
board of educatlon, uv.porintendent_, principal, llbrartan,
and teschers,

Eduoational apeoifiontions should provide the
architect with information about the following:
1, Dosired locatlon of the library within the bullding.

2. Spacs requlrexenta for reading, llstening, viewling,
ocnference, productlion of materials, storage, snd offlce.

3, Purnlture requirements including ashelving, tables,
shaira, carrels, card catelog, charging desi, book trucks,
countara, office desk, mink, atlas and dietionary atanda,
bulletin boards, display csaes, occaalonal furniture, and
files.

L. Floor covering such as wood, tile {type), carpet.

5, Lighting to avold aharp contrasts and glare; swltches
end cutlets out of the way of shalving,

6. Ventilation including exhauat fans,

T. Heating ~ units pleced to avold direct contact with
furniture.

B. Aocoustical treatment of celling, walla, and floor,

9, Aasthetlos - to croats & home-llke environment.
Educaticonal specifications must be written In lenguags

that will bas underatood by the architect, Unless theae

speclfioations convey an undarstanding of the desired pur=

pose of the library 1t will not become a functlonal part of

the school program,
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CHAPTER III

CBARACTERISTICS OF ELEMENTARY LIBRARY FACILITIE3S
IN NEDRAYKA SCHOQLS

During the course of this study a totel of seventy
aohools ware contacted either by personal vislts or by per-
sonal interviews with the superintendent, prineipal, on
librarirn, The schools were contactsed for thres purposes:
{1) to determine what proviszicns have been made ror library
services in those schools wlthout centralized elemantary
1ivrerles; (2) to find out Lf appropriaste space of sufficient
aizre would be avallable in schools without centrallzed
librarlea to sstablish thlas type of library; and {3) to
detarmine the spaces and facilities avalleble in exlating

oontralized slemsntary libraries,
1. BSCHOQLS WITHOUT CENTRALIZED LIBRARIE3

Pifty achool aystems whose educational programa
included kindsrgarten and grades one through twelve were
contaobted to find cut how thsir library materisals wers
organized and sdministerad, Of these fifty achools, two
wers "Clasa AA™ acorsdited by the Nebraska 3tate Department
of Eduostion and had enrollmants of 804 and 961 in elemen-
tary. Thirty-two of the slementary schools were "Gluaz A"
acorsdited with enrollments ranging from 43 to 739, The b

other elxteen elemaniary schools were "Minor" mcoredited
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with the enrollments ranging from 45 to 210. MNorth Central
accreditation was alao held by fourtoen of the fifty schoola. .

Hone of thoase fifty schools contacted had a central=-
1zed elementary library. Their llbrary books were dlaperased
throughout the school in individual c¢classreoom sollectiona,
The books in these collecstions were not clasaified accoriding
to the Dewey Decimal 3ystem, nor wes there a central eard
oataleg of the colementary booka availahle in the acheol.

The fact that there was no cenbral card catalog seemad to
1imit the vae of tha hooka to the classrooms in which thoy
wero housed bacause they wero seldom used by teachera or
students In any other rooma, Other 1ibrary materialas such

as filmatrips, mnaps, charts, models, records, etc,, were
also dispersed throughout the school, Audio-visusl equipment
waa usually atored in the supply room of these schools,

Space was not available in any of tho schools to
establish a complata center for materials, Ceven of then,
however, 41d have apace that could possibly be used for a
reading room and to bezln the centralization of ths 1library
book collections. The rest of ths achools did not have an
extra room that could be used even to hagin a reading room,

Pwo aschools plan to begln the centrallizatlion of
libpary facillitlea within the next year, The plana for one

of theses 1s to Incsluda the elementary library w'th the high
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sohool 1ibrary, The other school will use a room which was
originally part of a amall gymnasium, Both of the schools
have slementary enrollmonts of about 175, One is "Class A"
and "North Central™ mccredited and the other 1s "Minor"

acoredited at the present time,
Y1T. ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS WITH CENTRALIZED LIBRARIES

Twenty elementary schoola with centralized librarles
were visited to determine the characteristics of exiating
1ibrary facilities, Becruse centralized libraries were
not found in the amaller schools previously deacribed, 1t
was necessary to visit the libraries in somewhat larger
school aystems, All of the twenty schoola vislted were
part of a aystem that {neluded two or more slementary atend-
ance units,

As indicated in Table V &1l of the achools with
central librarles were 1n syetems aceredited by the Nebraska
State Department of Educatlon, Thirteen were "AA" accedited
and seven were "A" mccredited, All of the schools were in
systems accredited by the North Central Aceredlting Associatlion,

Student enrollmsnt of the elementary achools ranged
from 120 to 740. The number of teachera indicated in Table
Vv includes all faculty members of the school exespt the

noa=teaching principals,
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TABLE ¥

SIZE AND AQCREDITATION OF SCHOOLS VISIMD

A

Elemontary 1965-65 Ne, of Grades Systenm
School No.s® Enrollment  Teaschsrs Insluded Acereditation

1 450 16 K-b AAt

2 360 14 Kb AAw

3 120 L 1-4 As

" y92 17 K-6 AW

5 175 7 K-6 Aw

B B 270 12 K-6 AAn
e 600 26 K-6 Arw
8 &£70 20 X=6 AAR

9 368 1 KB As
10 230 10 K=-6 AAn
S 225 10 E-§ Aw
12 SO 20 K-b AAN
13 330 12 K-6 AAw
.1l 300 12 K-6 AAw
15 740 26 K-6 AAY
16 a70 1 K-6 Fves
a7 300 11 E-b Adw
16 352 12 K-6 v
19 _ 550 19 K-6 Aw
20 284 1 K-8 A

# Indicates North Central sccredltmtion.
## Schools are listesd according to date buils.
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The librery In school numbar 7 given in Table V
serves two sepsrate elementary achools within the olty. All
library books are housed In the one library end the students
from.the other school are brought to the library at regularly
acheduled Limes with school buses,

Tho evidence indicetss that not until recently has
ths elemsntary library been included in the originasl plana
of a school bullding in Nebraska, Table VI showa that those
gchools which were buiflt after 1952 included provisions for
centralized elemsntary library facilitliea, Those bullt prior
to that time did not have plans for such purposss. Usually
& room that hed previously been used as a clmasroom was con=
verted Into the library in the older aschools,

The method of converting previocua classrooms or
officea Into 1ibrarlies simply meant the addition of shelving
for books, Ccmplate renovation of the rooms was not under=
taken with the exceptlon of the library In school number I,
In this school a classroom and & restroom wers converted
into a 1library. A wall was removed between the classroom and
the restroom and all restroom facilitiea were taken out,
Blackboards and ledges were removed so that the book shelving

would fit against the wrlls,
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TABLE VI

ORIGIN OPF SPACE FOR THE LIBRARY

Elemontary Year Library Includaed Room Used
Sohool Ho. Built in Building Plans Provlioualy An
3 : %g?@ No Classroom

2  #§iii.._ ' 'i$'°y"‘ Multi-purpose
3. 191h"# L S Classroom
§ 1914 No _ Classroom and
s 1914 o Ciassrcom
[ 1325 Xo - Musle
1 1925 ¥o Clasaroom
8 1926 No orfice
9 1927 S orsice
10 1934 No Classroom
1 1935 Mo Cleesroom
12 1341 No Storage
13 1952 Yoa
T 1952 Yoa
15 1955 Yoo
16 1958 Yos
a7 19608 Yea
18 1963 Yos
19 196N Yos
20 1965# Yon

# Indicates year addition was bullt containing llbrary.



6l
LOGATION OF THE LIBRARIES WITHIN THE ELIMENTARY 5CHOOLS

Elementary schools bullt since 1952 were all one-
atory structures and, therefore, the libraries were at ground
level., It was this group of schools that head included the
centralized 1library In thelr original bullding plans., The
1ibraries were located near the center of the building with
entrances from the main arteries of traffic. Cleasrooms
housing students in grades flve and six were located closeat
to the library in all but two of these newer aschools.

The older school buildings that did not have libra-
ries provided in the original atructurs contained from one to
five different floor levels a3 indicated by Table VII, The
loeation of the library in thase achoola was determined by
the location of a room that could be made availsble for
1ibrary purposes, In all but three craes a room wWith a
relatively central location, near the maln flow of traffle,

was obteined for the llbrary
AVAILARLE SPACE FOR THE LIBRARY

Considerable variations exist in the size of rooms
housing the elementary library in the schools visited,
Table VIIT indicates that these rooms range in slze from a
total of 100 square feet to 1,450 square feet of floor

space, This includes the apace used for shelving and other



TABLE VII

LOCATION OF THE LIDRARY IN BUILDING

Elementary Flcoora 1n Floor of Hear Centep Hearest
Achool No, Bullding Library of Bullding Grades
1 3 2 Yos 5~6

2 e A 1 Xo 1.2

3 2 2  Yes 34
L 2 1 " Tes 1-2
8 .2 2 Yes . L
e 2 1 Yo 5
T 2 2 e - 5-5
B 2 2 You L5
9 2 1l Yos 1-2
10 2 2 Xoa 5-6
11 5 2 Yeos 2-3
12 2 1 No 1-2
13 1 1 Tos S
1y :|.¢ 1 Tep S-b
15 1 1 Tes S-6
16 1 1 Yox 5«6
17 p ] 1 Tos 1.2
16 1 1 e 5-6
19 1 1 Yoo 5-6
20 1 1 Yo 56




TABLE VIII

SIZE OF THE LIBRARY

66

Elementary

Squera Fast of

Can Be

Seohool No, Length wWidth Floor 3pace Expanded
1 18 26 468 %o
2 p 118 16 22, Ho
3 a0 10 100 Xo
L 24 51 1224 Ko
5 ah 33 792 ¥o
6 30 7 1410 ¥o

.7 19 26 496 No
8 9 28 252 ¥o
9 1.1 23 322 ¥a
10 16 21 336 Yeos
11 21 26 Shis Ho
1z 17 32 Sigh Yes
- 13 10 12 120 Yos
1k 16 25 400 No
15 30 33 990 Yeos
14 20 12 240 Yos
17 13 31 403 ¥o
18 25 2 1050 No
19 26 kY 962 Yo
20 30 48 1440 No
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items in the library., Five of the schools heve some pos=
sibilities of enlarging their library space by expanding into
an adJoining room by removing the partitiona,

Using thirty-Tive aquare feet, whioch iIs stated in
Chapter I1 ms being neceassry for each student to work effec-
tively in the reading room, 875 square feet of floor apacs
s needad for a class of twenty-five atudents. Only six
1ibraries had adequate space to accommodate a class of

twenty-rive or more studsnts according to this standard,

SHELVING

On the aversge one linear foot of shelving will
hold ten regular slemsntary library books, On thls basis
the number of books that can be shelved in the librarles
visited, ranged from BLO to 5,500, The linear feet of
shelving for regular books in each library is glven in
Table IX.

Shelving which had sections longer than three feet
between the upright partitlons ahowed evidence of asgglng
from the weight of thes books.

In librarles that did not have adjustable shelving
it was necessary to turn some larger books sidewise in
order to put them in thelr proper place on the shelves,
This resulted in the books probruding from the ahelf, with
the exceptlon of thosmes shelves with a depth ol twelve Inches.



TABLE IX

BOOK SEELVIHG

Flemantary Feet Shelf Gaation Shelves por Linaar hd]‘llﬁ?

S8chool No., High Depth Length Secticn Fost
’ 2 5 9in, 3fe, 3 120  Yes
2 Y 12 3 _ 5 240 No
3 6 9 3 -5 60 Fo
4 5 9 2% 1 225  Yes
5 6 9 3 5 210 Yo
‘ g 5 9 3 5 105 Yes
, 5 9 3 5 150 Yos
o Y 8 3 8 476 Yo
9 1 12 L é 198 Xo
10 T 3 7 336 Yea
11 [ 11 3 & 198 Yoa
- 12 6 9 3 5 550  Yes
11 6 10 3 6 LA Yeos
. 1 7 9 3 ? 216  Yea
1 5 10 3 s 390 Yes
16 7 10 3 6 By  Yes
17 7 12 3% ) N7 Yoo
18 ] 3 ] 168 Yoa
19 5 3 5 255  Yes
20 3 4 252 | ¥o
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Bight of the libraries had separate sholving for
large ploture bodks, The average number of linear feat of
ploture book shelving for the sight schooln was twenty-lour
fsst, Fifteen of the 1ibrerles had shelving for magazines.
Thers was an average of asveatsen 1inoar fest for magazines

in these 1librarisea,
LIBRARY FURNITURE o |

fhe amount and kind of furniturs available has conaid-
erable bearing upon the usea thab cen be made of the llbrary.
An anslysia of Table X indicates thet nine libraries had
enocugh furniturs, 1n terms of tmbles and chaelra, to acoom=
modate @& whole class at one timo, The other elaven librarles
were restricted to use by smaller groups and individuals,.

In order to catalog each book corrsctly, four standard
card catalop drawers are nesdsd for each 1,000 bogka, Four=-
tean of the llbraries had snough catalog space for 2,000 or
more books., Ths other six libraries had spece for 1,500
books or less.

Piling cabinets ares used in the elementary library
for vertical flles and for the iivrarien's racords and mate-
rials, Only half of the librariea provided filing cabinets.
Of these flles, bwo Were only two-drawer, meven were legel
gize and three wers letter size, :



TABLE X

LIBRARY FURNITURE

T0

Elementary Tables Chalvas Card Filing Check-out
8chool No. No, 3Size Catalog (Cabinats Desk
1 5  3x5¢ 2l 6 drawer 0 teacher desk
2 5 ﬁxS L0 15 1 teacher desk
2 ' round
3 0 (0] 0 0 0
[ L 3x5 15 15 0 teacher desk
5 6 3x5 16 30 1 teacher desk
6 6 3x5 25 9 0 counter
7 5 3xb 30 15 1 temcher desk
8 3 3x5 10 L 0 0
9 1 3x5 0 L 0 teacher desk
10 3 3x5 12 15 1 teacher deak
11 1 3x5 28 10 1 counter
4L 4t round
12 3 3x5 12 20 1 teacher desk
13 L 35 10 b 0 0
1 2 axb 11 15 1 teacher desk
15 12 2x} 3e 8 0 teacher desk
16 3 3xb 16 2 0 0
17 2  3x5 10 15 0 teacher desk
18 2 ﬁxS 30 10 1 counter
3 t pound
19 3 ﬁx a6 10 1 counter
2 ! round
20 5 ax6 4 15 1 teacher desk
1 " pound
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A1l libraries visited that had check-out desks or
counters had thom located near the door to provide greater
control of books leaving the 1library, Four libraries did
not have check-out desks, Four had check-out countera with
book drops., Twelve libraries had regular teachers desks for
use aa checl-out desks.

None of the libraries included individual study
carrels., One of the achools, howaver, does plan to add

several in the near future.
BULLETIN BOARDS AlD DISFLAY

In libraries which were previously used as elementary
olassrooms, the bulletin boards were left in placa, In all
but thrss schools, howesver, the chalkboards were no longer
present or usable because the wall space was needed for shelving.

Libraries 1n schools bullt since 1952 eithar had
bulletin boards that were three feet by alx feet or four
feot by eight feet, Only one of these newsr schools had a
chalkboard and that was four feet by rour feet in alze.

In one school the entlire wall between the hall end
the 1ibrary was of glass and used for display purposas,
Attroctively arranged shelves were fnatalled next to the
glass, The shelves are used to dlaplay new boolks, models,

and other itema used %o create intereat in the library.
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FLOOR COVERING

Only infrequently was carpeting provided In the
olementary librarles visited. In fact, it was found in only
one library, The car;;ﬁ u;; a blend of wool and nylon that
was inatalled over a conorete floor when the room was orig=-
inally built in 1965, Comments by both the superinteadant
and the librarian of the school indlcated that the carpet
definltely improved the atmosphere of the library end helped
to reduce noise considerably. Cleaning the carpet has been
no problem and did not require any more time Iin a week to
maintain than other types of floors.

Seven of the schools had wooden floora, nine had
tile, two had linoleum, and two were cement which had been
painted. A very dark colored surface was used in three

libraries, The other seventeen had ralatively 1light floor

surfaces,
SONIC ENVIRONMENT

The ceilings of tha elght most recently bullt schools
were coverad with mcouaticnl celling t1le. Other than the
carpeting in the one school previcusly mentioned, this was
the only acoustical treatment found in the librarlea viaited.
None of the libraries had utilizod shelving as dividers to

gid in ths contrel of sound, Thias 1a malinly because the
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glze of the rooma wes not large enough and the dividers would

interfere with tha movement of studenta within the library.

VISUAL ENVIRONMENT

Although light diffusion panels are relatively new In
schools of Nebraska, one of the elementary librariss hed this
type of lighting fixtures. Thls school waa conatructed within
the past two years, One of the maln advantages of diffuse
lighting is that it produces a minimum amount of glsre within
the room.

S1x of the librarles had incandescent lighting In
which regular Incandescant bulbs were used and were encloscd
in slebea, The other thirteen librarfes were oquipped with
regular fluoreszcent light fixtures.

All of the libraries visited had one outalde wall
which was predominently filled with windowa. An abunilance
of natural lighting waa acvullable from thls sourse, One
of the problems crested by lergze amounts of natural lighting
wag the control of glare mrnd excessive brightness coming
from the windowa, Control of the exceaslve light and glare
fron the outside was achleved by the use of window shades

and venetien blinds,
LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

The type of mctivitiocs that take placc within the

1ibrary are limfted hy the amount of apace and other phyaical
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facillties and equipment avallabla, The activities of the
libraries vistted were limited by tha fact that ninsteen of
them conaisted of a reading room only, The other one, school
number 19, included a combination workroom and matarials room
conneoted to the llbrary. No provisions for 1istening and
viewing were availeble in any of the libraries,

The number of llbraries that provided opportunities
for the Airferent reading room activitiea wera as followa:
individual study - fifteen; story hour ~ ten; class visits -
thirteen; work projects =~ sevan,

Books in &1l but one of the librarles were cataloged
and classified nccording to the Dowey Doclimal Syastem, Books
could ha checked out by the students on an Individual basis
or the teachars coul! check out a group of books to be
taken back to the claasroom for use by the stndents,

As nentioned previously, the library in school number
19 was organized to serve as a center for lnatructlionsl mate-
rials, In this aschool a room next to the librery asesrved as a
1library workreom and Inatructional materlals storage room,

The room was twenty-one feet by twelve foet in alze, Entrance
to the room could be attained from the library or from the hell
making it convenlent for use by both the llbrerlan and teachera,

Work and storsge fecllities Included thirty-sight
feet of counter covered with formica, a sink, elghty=-four

linear feet of open shelving, seventoen feet of cupbonrds
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above the counter, four seoctlons of astorage drawers and ten
feet of base cabinets below the counter, three logal files,
and a storage cabinet for Cilmstrips and tapes. The room was
used for the atorage of books, msgazlnes, tapesa, fllmstrips,
charts, maps, slidea, recordings, models, and the different
types of audio-visual oquipment owned by the school,

Four of the twenty librarles wers in use during the
summer at regularly scheduled times each week, Of thess
four librariea, two have outslde entrances that are used,
The other two must open one of the maln school doors to

make the library acceasible to the students,
JII, SUMMARY

Centralfzed librarles are not common 1n elementary
schools of Nebraska, The elementary achoola without central
library facilities have thelr bookas located in classroom
collectiona, These books were not cataloged in the schoola
atudied, nor was there a central card fI1e of the booka owned
by the school.

The majority of the zchools not having centrallzed
oslementary libraries reported that they did not have sultable
space of sufficlent sfze available to use for llbrary purposes
at that time,

Since 1952, more thought has besan given to elemen-

tery libraries in bullding plans for schools in the State.



76
Conslderation has been glven primarily for a reading room
inatesd of a library which functionas as a complete materisls
centor,

All of the existing elementary libraries in the
achools studied were found In school systems having more
than one elementary abtendance unit, These schoola hkoused
only elementary students and were separate from the high
aschool grades.

The accreditation rating of a school does not
necessarily indicate that it wlll have a centralized eleman=-
tary library, however, the greatest percentage of achools
having ceatralized Librarfes were "AA"accredited, No
elementary libraries were found In "Minor"™ aceredited or
"Approved”™ schools contacted.

' Considerable variations exlsted in the slementary
libraries studfed, These variations range from librarles
that aserve as storerooms for books bto those with combinations
of reading rooms and work-atorage rooms, The matorlals
center concept has no% been reallzed to eny great exteont in
the elementary schicols astudled. Provisloneg for llstening
end viewlng, confercnces, librarian's offlee, and adequate
storage for materlals were not avallable 1n the schools

included in the atudy.
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EDUCATIONAL SPECIFICATION GUIDELINES3
FOR THE ELEMENTARY LIBHARY

The basic function of the elementary library is to
facilitate the inatructional program of the school. This
means that 1t must be consldered, not as a separate entity,
but as an integral part of the over=-all educational program,
It means that the library must be developed in harmony with
the philosophy and purposes of the entlire achool.

Elementary library planning la a task that ahould
involve the educational staff of the school because the
1ibrary needs to be ftailor-made to meet the epecific re-
quirements of each partioular school., It should involve
those people who are moat familiar with the ob Jectlves of
the achool and are aware of the physical facilitles needed
for the present and future Instructional program, After
their development the plans are then aset forth in educational
specificationa,

Eduoational specificatlions are developed to interpret
the requirements of the achool program to the architect in
such a way that the completed facility will serve the function
for which 1t was intendesd, The written educational spec~-
ifications should include a descriptlon of the program and
its underlying philosephy, the activitles to be housed,

people to be accommodated, spatlal relatlonshlps, areas,
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equipment snd furniture, environmental provisions, and deg=

eription of any special features requlred,
LIBRARY FROGRAM

In order to develop the elementary library so that

ita program of services will be In keeping with the ovar-all
educational program of the school, 1t 1s nacessary to include
in the written educatlional specifications a description of how
it is intended to function. Thls desceriptlion would include an
analysis of desired sducational outcomes, discernible current
and future trenda in teaching methods and curriculum develop-
ment, spacific teaching and non-teaching activitlies, and the

desirability of services ocutside of regular school hours,

LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

Included in the educational specificationa should be
a discusslon of the various types of materials and equipment
that will be housed in the elementary library., One of the
firat conslderations 1s to determine 1f the library will
provido housing for a book colleotlon or If 1t will be a
center for all materlals used in the instructlional program,
The types of activitles will vary conslderably depending
upon ths materinls avallable,

It is peceasary for the architect to know the various

kinds of activitles that will take place in the elementary
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library ao that the physloal facilities can be plannsd accord-
ingly. Brief descoriptions of the actlvitiea involved In read=
ing, study, refersnce work, browsing, Instrustion 1n library
a¥ills, reading guidancs, use of audic-visual materials,
conferencas, werk projects, ordering, processing, and repair
are neadad to help the architect 1n producing a functional
racility. S o

PEOFLE T0 BE ACCOMMODATED IN THE LIBRARY

Under thls part of the oducatlonal specifications,
information about the people who will be using the varlous
aresas of the library should be Included. Answers need te ba
given to the following questlons: What 13 the size of the 1li-
brary aztaff{? How many ¢lassrooms of atudentz will the library
aegrva? How many atudents will need to be ssated at ono time
in ths reading room, the conference room, tho workroonm, 1in
the Lndependent atudy ares, for listening and viewlng? What
provisions are needed for the teachera that will uae the

library?
SPATIAL RELATTONSHIPS

The elamentary librsry should ba located near the
center of the scheoo) bullding within reach of the maln
artertes of traffic, Due to the fact that students in grades
five and 5ix will use the library more than the other gradss,

1t 13 degirable to have these clasarooms close to the library,
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An oulslde entrance 0 tho livrary will te extromely beno-
ficlal in uaing the 1lbrary after achool hours or during
the summer when school 1a not in mseasion,

. Lunch rooms, gymnasiume, or obher nolss producing
areas should not be placed next to the library. Flxed
architoctural features such as load-bearing walls and rest-
rooms next to the llbrery will make expanzlon €iffiecvlt I

it 13 nocdod at a laber date, .
PROVISIONS FOR THE READING ROOM

SIZE: 30-35 square feat par seated studont or = minimuﬁ
_ of 1200 square feet.

SEATING: For the largsck claas plus 10 or 10 pércent of
the achool onrollment, whichever 1s pgreater.
Chalir siies ranging from 14 to 17 fnches,

TADLES Y 3 by § Coet or round with a diametsr of I feet,
25 to 28 inches high, Allow one tabla for every .
four stulents to be meated, Tables and chairs
should be provided to accommodats the larpest
classroom of sbudenta, Additional aeating could
be in the form of Indlividusl carrels which have

_ oeatlets and oarphones for liatening and viewing.
© SHELVING: TOR BREGULAR BOOIS
Sholfl dopth - 8 inches,
Sectlon helght - § fant,
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(con't.)
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Booka per linear foot - 10
A base of 4 to 6 inches 1s needed below the
bottom shelf to keep books off of Lhe floor far
enough so that they are not solled. A bottom
shelfl which slants downward in back will enable
students to see the call numbers and titles of
the books on the lower shelf from a standing
poaitlon,

FOR PICTURE BOOKS:

Shelf depth - 12 inches.

Section height = 36 to 0 inches.

Length between upright partitions = 3 feet.
Base = l to 6 inches.

Booka per linear foot - 20,

Ploture book shelving should be subdivided with
1 inch partitions every 6 to 8 inches to keep
the books in an upright position.

FOR MAGAZINES:

Shelf depth - 16 inches ~ slanting.

Sectlion height = 5 feet.

Bage - § to 6 inchea,

All shelving should be adjustable to accommodate

various slzed books, Non-adjusting shelving
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results in wasted shelf apmce or in making it
neceasary to keep some books out of their proper
order. The Nebraska State Department of Educa-
tion 1s presently recommending e minimum
oollection of 2400 beoks for elementery libraries.
Shelving should be provided for this number of
books plua the anticipated growth In the collesc-
tion or on the baslis of 10 books per student,
whichever 1a greater.

CARD Allow 4 drawera for each 1000 books, Five-
CATALOG 3
drawver unlts are the most sconomical and
practical, TUnlts can bes added on top to a
maximum height of 45 inches or along side of
each other as nesded,
CHARGING Hefght - 32 Inches, width - 28 Inches, length =
R 72 inches with bullt~-in book drop and charging
facilities.
OTHER )y drawer legal-slze riles for vertical file,
EQUIFMENT:
dictionary and atlas atands, book trucks,
bulletin boards, display areas, and i{nformal

furniture as required,
WORKROOM, STORAGE, AND OFFICE

In soms schools combination rooms which provide space
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for the work aron, the atoraéo ares, and the librariants
offtce will be found practical, therefore, these sroas will
be conalderod together, However, each area will regquirs the
suna apecae whather they are in one room or in aeparate rooms.
The areas mentlonesd above should be adjoining the library
with entrances from the maln reading room, Olass partitions
betwsen the reading room and theas areaa will fecilitate
suporvialion by the librarian.
WORK Allow 200 aquare Teet for the work mrsa, Thia
ARELS would lsave about 10 by 12 feet of clear work
space after counters and shelving are installed,
Equipment would Include a countsr 36 inches high
with a depth of 2l to 30 inches covered with
formica; kneehole space balow the counter and
atoclas for two people %o work; a.aink in the
counter wlth hot and eold water; typswriter and
typing table; a minimum of 250 feet of ashelf
apace whioh can bo & combination of open shelving
12 to 15 inches deep for atorags of buck Laausa
of magazines and supplies, and c¢losed ocupboards
and drawer apace a3 neoeded, It 13 necessary to
have an exhaust fan in tbhe work area to remove
odors and fumes of lacquer, etc.
STORAGE: For printed ma?erialn allow 200 square Leot and

an additional 200 aguares feet for audio-visual

.



OFFIGCE:

CONFERENCE
ROOM:

oy
storaga, The amounbt of atorege shelving and
cabluets orn be determlned by teking an inven=-
tory of the squipment and materiale to be housed
in this area, Conaideration should be glven
to the atorage of various kinds of projsotors,
projection scroens, phonographs, radloas,
televigiona, films, filmstrips, tapea, records,
tranaparencies, mapa, sharta, posters, repair
and replacement parts, and supplisa, Allewsnas
muat alsc be made for the anticipated growth
in thes collaotion of thess materials and equip-

ment.

Unleas the school 1s largo {(ever 500 puplla),
ths librarisn's office may nesd to ba inoluded
as part of the workroom. The prrioo Area may
be separated from the rest of the workroom with
shelving to serve as dividarx, PFrom 80 te 100
squara fest will be nesded for office purposea,
The neceasary Iurnlture will include a deal,

two or three chalra, legal-sizad [ile, typewrit-
ar, some atorage for order blankas, book

catalogs and office supplies., One section of

ghelving should alac bs provided.

Room 31zo = 120 aquare Ceet,
Furniture - 36 by 90 ineh tabls, B or 10 chalra,
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one sectlon of shelving. A small chalkboard and
bulletin board should also be provided, Acoua~
tical treatment is necessary to make the room

sound proof,

iiSTENIHG Provisions for liatening and viewlng are esaen-

VIEWING: tial within the library facility. It may be
necessary in the smaller schools, however, to
accommodate these actlvitles in oconnection with
the other arems of the library. This may be
accomplished In several ways including: (1) the
proviasion of individual carrels in the reading
room equipped with headsets and electrical out-
lets; (2) the provision of a screen and light
control within the workroom or atorage area; or
{3) the provision of the necessary equipment to
incorporate these activitles into the conference

room,

VISUAL ENVIRONMENT

Two basic considerations in 1lighting for the elemen-~
tary library are the achievement of brightness contrasts
within the ratio of 1 to 10 in the visusl ares and the control
of reflective glare, Appropriate levels of llghting can be

achleved with either fluorescent, incandescent or polarized
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lighting. Therefore, the major task in the selectlion of
lighting is not the type of 1lighting, but the proper instal-
lation of the lighting selected to create a desirable vlisusl
environment,

The problem of reflective glare can be reduced if the
various surfaces within the library such as the walla, tables,
and floora have finishes on them that will not produce glare
within the visual field. It is usually deairable to use non~-
gloss surfaces where aever poasible,

Special 1lighting features also nsed to be presented
in the educatlional specifications. Examples of apecial
lighting might include lighting on individual carrels, dis=-
plays, above the counter In the workroom, or the control of
lighting for fllm viewing.

A minimum of three electrical outlets should be pro=-
vided on each wall, At least three outlets should also be
placed above the work countsr, All outlets and light
ewitchea should be located so that they do not Interfere
with shelving.

SOKIC ENVIRONMENT

One of the flrst consideratlona in sound contreol for
the library Is to have i1t located away from maln soureces of
nolse and to insulate the existing walls surrounding the
1library area, Duoctwork leading into the library can be

insulated so that 1t does not carry sound,
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- - -Acoustioal control within the library will involve
treatment of the floor, celling, and walls, A variaty of
seiling t1le 1is avallable to properly treat the oceiling,
Drapea may be uaed on the walls to absorb socund and 1ta
reverbaration, The uae of ashelving as dividers will also
aid In reducing rsverberation. Tha type of floor coverings
available have a wide range of aound retarding gualities,

0f all typss of flooring, carpeating ham the greateat
&bility tc control sound. Rubber tils, serk, end sclld
vinyl tile have the bast aound reducing qualities of the

reallient types of flooring,

THERMAL ENVIROWMENRT
L)

Heating and ventllating dusta should not come in
direot contact wlth shelving because of the damagse that will
result to glued joints of the shelving and to the book
bindings by high temperatures,

¥Yontilation is considered adeguate if alx air changes
per hour ares apcomplished. Serious conslideration noeds to be
given to air conditioning bacause libreries in the future -
will be put to much greater usze during the summer months

than they are at tha preasent time,
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AESTHETIC CONSIDERATION

An elementary library that presents an informal,
home=1like atmosphere will be the moat appealing to the stu-
dents. In order to achieve this type of atmosphere, consid-
eration may be given to the use of carpet, using both round
and rectangular tablea for varlety, and providing some

oceasional furniture for student use.



CHAYTER V¥

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATION3

1. OUMMARY

The ocentralized library is a relatively recent
innovation in the elementary schools of Nebraska. Even more
recent 1s the concept that the elementary library should
serve as a center for all inatructicnal materials owned by
the achool, Undoubtedly the centralized library will become
a basioc part of the inatructional program as new school
plants are bullt which provide adequate apace for the library
to be estmblished.

The Purpose s
The purpcae of this study wes to develop guldellnes

for writing educational specifications for the centralized
elementary school library in new schoel bullding construction
and to determine how existing space in school plants might
be used to eatablish a central library facility.

he Procedurs

The firat atep was to determine the feasibility of
providing elementary llbrarles Iin schools not presently
baving them, by utillzing.oxisting space within the achool
bullding. Prom the fifty elementary schools personally
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contacted, Information was obtalned regarding the avallabllity
and sultability of llbrary space, the classification of books,
and the present locatlon of library materlals,

The second step was to vialt twenty aschools with
some type of centrallized elementary library facilitlcea to
determine the characteristlics of these librarles, All twenty
schdols were part of a school system having two or more
elemontary attendance units,

The third step was to eatabllsh guldelines to ald
achool bullding rlannara in writing educatlonal apecifications
for centrelized elementary llbraries. The guldelinss weras
based on the findings of the visita to the twenty llbrarles

and upon information gleaned from the literature.
II. COHCLUSIONS

Evidence found in the review of the 1lterature
establishad the nead for the centralized elamentary librarjy.
It also pointed out the neasd for well-written educational
apecifications In 1ibrary planning. This information i3
found in Chapter II, entitled Review of the Lliteratura.

Chapter I1II desoribes the characterlatics of ele-
mentary library facilitlea as found in seventy Nebraska
schools, This Information 1s presented In two parts, One

part Indlcates how library needs are met when a school does
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not have a centralized alementary school library, The other
part analyzea the type of Taocllities asvallable In exiating
centralized elementary libraries in Nebraaka,

Chapter IV presents guldelines that can be used by
gchool bullding planners to establish functlonal facilities
for the centralized elementary library., Theass are based
upon the concept that the library should be a oenter for all
instructional materials,

The conclusions and recormendations in the following
part of this chapter are baged upon the eopinion of the author

drawn during the course of this atudy.

The nasd for contralized elomantary librapiess na indicated

fron a survey of tha 1iteraturs,

1, Contralized elementary library faocflities sre the
most effectlve method of providing library ser=-
viosa to atudents,

2. 4As students becoms mora Involved in developing
independent study akills, the nesd for sleman=-
tary libraries will increase,

3. Library facilities ahould 1nclule provialons for
a reading area, work erea, astorage, librarian's
office, listening and viewing, and a conference
area,

4. Eavecational specifications are a necesslty in
developling effectiva library faclllitles,

£. Unless the educational specifications convay to
the archltect an understanding of the deslired
purposes of the elementary 1library, it will not
become a functional part of the achool program,
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Pindings veagarding proviaions for elemantary Iibrarien in

Nobragka achonls,

1, Centralized 1fbrary facilities are not common in
the elomentary schonla of Nobraska, The library
materials in the sehools without a library are
located In classroom collections throughout the
various elementary grades,

2. 8choola without centralfzed librarles do not have
the book collectlion cataloged, nor 1ls there a
card f1le of the books owned by the aschool,

3. Only saven of fifty achools contanted, not having
libraries, felt that they had space which conld
be used to begin a centrrllzed library,

4. Unused classrooms or other unused apacs In a
achool plant can bs uaed to bagin a centralized
1library. Twelve of the twenty libraries visited
were housed In rooms originally intended for
other uses,

5. Of the twenty schools included 1n the study,
having centralized elemantary librarles, those
built since 1952 Included asome provisions for
centrallzed library services In the origlnal
building plans,

6, Ninetesn of tha twenty schools with cantralized
libraries provided only for the reading room,
The other one included the reading room plus a
work-storage room, None of the twenty had
facilitles for a complets Instructional materlals
center,

7. A high level of mcereditation for a school district
was no asgurance that centrallized elsmentary
libraries would be present,

8, Centralized slementary librartes were found only
in those school ayatems with more than one
elemontary attendance unit,

9. Thoae elementary schools with csntrallzed librarles
housed only elementary students in the attendance
unit,
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Conalusfonn

Pive conclualona seemsd to atand out as the most

significent ones in thls study. They are as follows:

1, There were no elemantary libraries which had
been fully developed as instructional materials
gentera within the group of achools atudled,

2. Space was not available In exinting achool
buildinga to house the elementary library as a
complate Instructional materials center,

3. The book collectieons in elementary schools not
having centralized llbrary faclilities seemed to
be 1imited 1in use Yo the clesarooma 1n which they
were locatead,

lfe Greater effort was made for ceniralized 1library
develorment In elementsry schoola that were

housed in separate bulldings from high school
grades,

S+ It appears that an elementary aschool will obtailn
a functional 1library materiala center only 1if
plenned for In the original aschocl buildlng.

IIT. RECOMMENDATIOR3

The development of centralized elementary libraries
is significant to the advancement of the educatlonal programa
of the elementary schools, Even though a aschool may not be
able to establish a centrallzed eclementary library immedl-
ately, varlous steps can be taken Lo make exlisting library
materisls more accessible,

The following recommendations are presented because
of the ns2ed for Improvad elementary library services in

Hebraska achoola:
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All szchoole showld establish a long-range plan
for the development of the centralized elomentary
1ibrary.

8chools which have no apace ayalilnble for a cen-
tralized elementary llbrAary should catalog the
booka In Ethelr clagaroom collectlons and male a
central card f1le on all books owned by the
school, This could make the books avallable to
a groater numbher of atudents and would be the
beginnlng of the contralization proccass.

Unused classrooms or other adequate space that
can be apsred asheuld bhe nsed for the eatablishe-
ment of a centrallzed elementery library,

Provisions for centralized elementary librarles
should be made 1n all new elementary achool
bullding prolectsu.

The elementary 1library should be developed aa a
center for all Instructlonal materlals,
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LIBRARY FACILITIES CHECKLIST

Namo of School City
Current Enrollment Cmrpaelty Enrollment
Grades Included Age of Bullding

Type of Strucuure (atorles)

Was the library included iIn the original bullding?

If not, was the room(s) previously a cleaasroonm?

Other type of room?

Describe the location of the library facilitieas:
What floor?

Nearesat what gradea?

Central location?

Near main flow of traffic?

Does the 1llbrary have outside entrances? Ko.

Reading Room:

Length Width Seating Capaclity
Typea of Seating

Size Range of Chairs

Ias additlional seating avalilable for story hour?
Steocking Chaira? Folding Chaira?

Tables: type alze No.
Carrels: type alre
No. Electrical outleta?

Occasional Furniture: Descoribe,



Chock=out Desk: Dimensions Location
Card Catalog: Locatlon No. of Sections

Helght of Lowest Drawer Highest
Shelvling:
For Regular Books: Number of Feet Helght

Depth Length of sections

Number of Shelves per Section Ad Justable?
For Magazinea: Feot Depth Height

Length of Sections Ad Justable?

For Plcture Books: Feet Depth Helght

Length of Sectlons Ad Justable?

Other Shelving:

Kumber of Files: Legal Letter

Bulletin Boards: Size Type No.

Display Areas - Describe:

Floor Covering: Type Color Design

Acoustical Treatment:

Coeliling

Walls

Floors

Paint or Wall Covering Color

Colling Color




Zighting: Hatural

.10}

Insandescent Fluoresaont

Diract Indirect

Typs of Flxtures

Workroom!

Loscation 1n relestion to reading room

Does it have glass panels? Size

Ventilation

Exhausat

Furniture

Shalving

Counbora and 3inka

Floor Covering

Lighting

Asoustlical Treatmenk

Storage Room:

S1zs: Length ' Width

Furntture

Storage for: books pamphilets
magazinen nowapapers
pioturea recordinga
tapos maps
globaa exhiblta
rilms rilmatrips
slldes charts
modola A=V gersona

film projJectors
opaque projectors
tape recorders

overhsand projactors
phonographsa
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Librarienas Office:
Location in Library

Furniture and Equlpment
81ze: Length Width

Liatening and Viewlng Areat

Locatlon

Bize Acoustical Treatmant

Equipment
Furniture

Confereanca Room:

Location

81ze Acoustical Treatment

Murni ture

Does room have glass panela?

Are all books iIn the library cataloged?

Are call numbers on booka?

Kumber of library books

Are some llbrary books located in the clasarocma?

What actlvitles take place in the 1ibrary?
individual study clas= vialts
—_atory hour work projeacts

Can students check out books?

Do teachera check out a group of books for the class?

Can the llbrary be expanded 1f nesded?

Is the librarian full-time? part-time? houra
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wWhat is the amount of the library budget?

What stalf membors ars iInvolved in library planning?

Is the library used whan zshool 1s not in sssaion?
evenings weokenda suwmnsars
What do you belleve to be the greatsst handlsap of your
library facllitien?
—. . not snough books
____not snough floor apacs
acouskbicy
. ghelving
—lighting
e wentilation

farniture

A ———
L ey
S———



